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17. Organization of the Chinese Communist Fifth Fleld Army reported:
E ]
the Chinese Commmmists in August 1951 organized the Fifth Field _
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Army. It comprises four infentry armies and four mechanized oorps of
the “JF size as & Soviet mechanlzed corps. It is equipped with Soviet
arms o . ‘

Comments There have been many previous unconfirmed reports of the
formation of a Chinese Communist Fifth Field Army, organized with Soviet
assistance and advice. | cleims that the Fifth
Field Army was formed under Soviet guidance in the spring of 1951, its
troops being drawn from the North Ohina Militery Ares Special Army Group,
long known as the “5th Field Army." While subsequent reports have alleged
the presence of units of the Fifth Field Army in Korea under Nieh Jung-chen,
who was and is C,0, of the NCMASAG, no such Soviet~equipped unlts have been
encountered in combat. -

18. KORFA. Tood shortage in North Korea not seen as ‘acutes tg,
[ while Indi-
cations polnt to a less than normal yleld in the ourrent orop harwvest
in North Korea, there is ourrently no acute food shortage in the area.
It is probeble, however, that the oivilian popTlnﬁign_willgg;pg:iggﬁe
shortages during the ooming winter and spring. this
_antiocipated shortage will have "no significant effect on the stability of

the North Korean regime" inssmuch as that government eéxercides "good
control” and has an effective “production program."

hhere have been no reoent

reports indicating that the CCF logistical progrem was being utilized for .

- anything except the complete support of Communist military forces

Comments It has been generally indicated that the coming winter
will Work & severe hardship on the North Korean civilien population. Fao-
tors, in addition to food, contributing to this suffering will be the acute

lack of housing and a probable shortage of consumer goods, particularly
textiles. ' :

* No firm conelusions regarding the stability or instabllity of the
North Korean regime cen be drawn from current evidence. There are indi-
cations, however, pointing to increasing administretibe problems being
encounterad in the lower levels of govermnmsnte The disorganization
following UN oooupation last winter, the considerable’ loss of effective
administrative personnel by death, defeotion or oomscription, and the
previously observed sharp lowering of living standards must all be -con-
sidered in assessing the degree of sucoess achiewd by the North Korean
regime in reimposing its previously tight control system.
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Steps taken to alleviate refugss problem in ROKy The ROK Minister
of Sooial Affalrs lssued a statement November 1 concerning the dispersion
of 15,000 refugees from North Korea oonoentrated in the Secul region’
"into warm southern areas." This aotion is part of a “winter prepara-
tions" plan which includes.the designation of November as the “month for

refugees entry arrangements" and an appeal for "the public to meke pre-

parations for the approachigg winter season." (R FBID Tioker, 1 Nov 51)

Comment: With 1,500 othsr refugees a.rriving 1n Seoul and its environs
eaoh week from all Korea and a conservatively estimated four million re-
fugees throughout South Korea, the immensity of the task confronting ROK
officials is manifest. Nevertheless, it is encoureging to note that definite,
even though inadequsate, ‘steps are being taken to oope with ‘this oritical '
problem. . .
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