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CONFINENTIAL FAR EAST SURVEY
| i1 27 MARCH 1952

The cnmpaign to pugh charges of American usc of biological wenpdns roaches g
such proporticns in Chinese, Soviet, and North Koredn btroadcasts--both 3
as to the number of references and ihe degree of vilification--as to

rumove 1t fram its initial relationship to the Korean war, The following
six factors are the highlights of this voluminous cqmpaim:

1. Commnist tronsmitters in the Far East show & high degree of
coordination end thoroughness in documonting Amoricen adnissions
concerning the feasibility, necessity and justification of the
use of bacteriological weapona, This is coupled with a
campaign to provide legally acceptable proof that germ warfare
is actuelly bedng waged in Korca and. Northeast China.

2, Simtlerly cxhaustive efforts have been made-«by recourse to
written and unwritten protocols and conventions, and by specific
allusions to the decisions and legal preccdente eatablished
by the Nuremberg and Tokyo war crimes tribunals and the Unitcd
Nationgs~-to provide a bagis for a subsequent demand that the
Anericons involved be tried as war criminala,

3. Moscow and Peking depart radicslly from standaprd propaganda
patterns in publicising the chorges in Home service media
ond regionnl broandcasts, - In contrast to the general tendency
to disregard the Korean war, Soviet and Chincse regional
. statione give high and sustained attention to local and inter-
. national protests., The number of such references in Soviet
Home Service news transmissions sets a 12-month record.

The BW charges are only occasionolly related to American
attompts to obastruct the truce talks, Furthermore, there

have becn claims that American inability to attain its

militory goals forced recourse to such eriminal mothods. But

there hos been no mention of posaible m&%ﬁm retaliation ;
for B¥, noxr bave there beecn hints that the use of biological ;
weapons actuanlly threatens to wreck the truce talks, ' |

(A1though previous charges of violatfions of the “laws and
customs of war'--violations of neutral arcns, maltroatment
of prisoners, indiscriminate bombing of defenscless areans
and civilian populations--have boen brought to the
attention of the negotictors ot Panmunjom, the BW charges
have never beén raised at the truce talks., This seeming
inconsistency suggests & reluctance to introduce charges
which might further obstruct the talks.)

5. The bitterness of the abuse heaped upon the International
Red Cross suggests Communist intransigence regarding IRC
- participation in postearmistice problems or the aceeptance
of the IRC as a neutral investigator in s subsequent
investigation of the BYW churges,
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Although such references have so far emanated only from Mogcow,
and have not been strassed, nllusions to the forthcoming Gslo
o meeting of the World Peace Council Executive within the

- : context of BW suggests the possibility that some major proaounce=
> : ment or resolution aimilar to the Stockholm Appeal or the 3- :
- Poweg' pact drive may be fortheoming from the 29-31 March

. peasions. ' -

o, mmmm.{mm}mm In sustaining the charge that the

. United States woges biologloal warforw, Peking, Moscow, tnd Pyongyang show

: evidence of exhaustive résearch into American atatemen{a past and present,

) - official and unofficial., The cullings from newspaper and mogozine articles
. and from soientific journals, and the quotatians from military men reflect
what scems to have been long-term rescarch efforts, Peking ond Pyongyang -
. give sccounts of the work carried out at Camp Detyick in Maryland, and in

4 Mississippl, Iowo and Indisna. There ere parallel references to Forrestal's
N, defense of BYW in 1949 and to scientific speculation concerning the .

* possibvilities of large-scale usc of germ weapong. American raecourse to ,
bilological warfare continues to be described as the olimax to the long series
of American crimes agoinst humanity which was initiated by the atom bomdb,

and which includes the indiscriminate bombing of civilian populations,

the shipment of colorado beetles to Germany, and the uge of poison gas.

Mcscow f£inds even earlier precodents and claims that Lord Jeffery Amherst
spread smallpox germs among the Indisns in the Ohio Valley., The Asian
~ radios have not exploited this historical precedent as yet.

Peking and M scow place partioular atress upon Amerdoals feilure to ratify
the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and the Convention of 1949. This failure ia
also scen as proof of intent to use BW.

In a aimultancous attempt to provide the legal evidence for castigation of

the Amoricans, Peking, Moscow and Pyongyeng place groat stress upom the

™ "impartial® investigations and reports by the Internmational Association of

g Democratic Lawyers, the Chincse Red Cross, and sclentific ond medical

groups. More substantive evidence is provided with the reminder that

= fleas and insects have been discovered which are not native to Korea, As

for the diseascs they carried--cholera, bubonlsc plogue and yellow feveres

¢ the first has been sbsent from Korea since 1947, the second has never had

. any incidence in Kerea, nnd the third is endemic only to tropical areas :

Y and the Americen continent. Feking adds that the fact that American troops
axe innoculated against diseases which have no inoidence in Korea proves

that the spread of these diseases in Korea was premadiated, 4

b. j_20Cond. NUDEMLERE. AWD 06 DI Crinaneds: The effort to docunent
American use of B ed b} ;alled delineation of the
legalistic basis for condemning the perpetrators as war oriminals, The
. extent t¢ whioh Moscow and especinlly Peking heve c¢ited history and

¥ - ourrently accepted legal precedentd to support their condemnation lends
E support to the poasivility of a post-srmistice campaign based upon the

evidence pragented.
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In atructuring the lezul:lsuc facede .Lor the: iwiowm, Peking gives w.
¥1ny to the statement by Mel Ju~ao, & judge in the war orimcs trdals i
okyo., He scores-the Americans for all three
condenncd ot Nuremberg and Tokyp: orimos ‘age: tion
l1‘.nte:\:i:;:tomzv:[.r‘l. :;.:went ons and the laws and&zgmg og war; . 1 :ﬁg&n al)
«uman . a0 'Y . 8 Ohﬂ-!ge g l? ‘M
the Hague conventions. 3 1899 and 1907 (vhioh msortbed the m of poison
or other woapons “caloulated to oaugse unnecessary suffering), with failin
to sign the Geneva protocol of 1925 and the convention of 1945 an th di
regarding the couventian on genocide adopted by the U, N. 1n Dewnber

With apeoiﬂu veference to the lettor, and restricting itsclf to the oxnnt
phrasoology of the convention, Peking charges that the Amepiocons "atwu{t
to commit geonooide® by rebourse to germ warfare. With the aim of "1l m
and causing serious bodily ham® they deliberately inflict upon the
and Chinese g:oplea vgconditiong calculated to bring about thedr plvaical
destruction in whole or in part.” Poking declares that these who tdhere
. to the convontion hold al) persons committing such orimes responsible
"hother they be sonstitutionally responsible rulera, public officials or
rivate individunls." With specific roference to Amoricals non-adherence
‘the Gencva conventions, Pelking pointedly remarks that the war orimes -
trials establishod the principle that oourts can deal with naticns not party
to specific conventions when internstionelly condemmod acts are congorned.

Aside from such legalistic discussicns, both Peking and Momoow, and to a
lesser degrec Pyongyeng, wode speeific reference to the :lahment awaiting
the Americon war criminale, Ssutu Mei-tang, Peking's umtster for .Overseas
Chinese, ddoclaxas. that the "gallows in the peoplela courts nwalt that

handful of stvoge oriminals who still deny their crimes.” Moscow is generally
more reticent but quotes Jack Gaster, British member of the mwstiga ory _
commission of the International Association of Democratic lLawyers, as

predicting: thet “"those who are brecking the law will find a seocond

Nuyemberg nwaiting them,® PRAVDA foresees the day when thosc who woged

B¥ will "sce the world pass a just scntence upon them.” Madame Soong
Ching-1ing adds her voilcc to the gensral denunciation by telling America
that “"we hold you responaible for .all damages, for every death and wound

in Korea, and wo intend to persccute to the full for the major intematianal

- orime.of using bactoriological weapons.”

A further attempt to place tho crimes within the 1 er framuork of the
- Nuremberg triel decisions and to establish the nt for an eventual
indictment is evidenced in a PEOPLE!'S CHINA artii le of 19 March which
proifsos that the "people of the world will not be satisficd to punish
oru% the flyers who drop germ weapons, When the final asccounting is made
with the American aggressors, it will not bo forgotten that erm varfare
and othor crings comitted by them were carried out in gxacu
_ in the words of the Nuremberg ch&rter--.'- 2 Woel
warns Ancricals rul cirele of the cdent m by Article VI of the
Nuremberg charter, whish provides that there shall be individual

sibility t‘or torimes tﬁ:mz peaoe,” “war orimes," and “crimes

ag t humanity." And wi this game framework, ihe Jouinal deoclares:
"the Fentegon s using Kores and Northeast chim as huge pwving grounds
for its preporstion of a pgw » ) ey <13

"DECLASSIFIED BY AUTHORITY OF THE DIRECTOR, FBIS, 1 Jan 72, .



http://thepaperlessoffice.org/

AREASTSURW!
27 MARCH 1952

Shingse, & rope . BY: The possibility that the
Bvl chargas axo intended %« “arger thanxomunm cannotations is
also suggested by the oonoenmtn.d attention to the charges in domestio
broadoasts in China and the USSR, In the five wonths Chinese pegional :
transuittora have made no referonce to closely comnected with the {
war, but dwring the past two weeks 23.5 snd 18 percent, respectively, of -
the items monitored from all the rogionnl services have been devoted to

the charges. -But there has been complete silence concerning the negotiations »
and tha actual state of the war, :

Not only do Soviet roegionsl tranamitters give hunw J.ay to B¥ charges

(in contrast to previous svoidance of the Koxean but news shows for

the Soviet home audience bave, gince 22 Febru devoted 200 items to the
subject of BW, No suhject has attained such a level of attention in
these shows during the past year. mrtharmore Moscow'as domestic and g
international sexvices, in the period 10-23 Ma.:rch, devoted 543 commentaries
to the subject, Not since tho denunciotion of the Japanese Pence Treaty
in Sepwmber 1951 has any subject atteined such a volume of attention.

Moscow's attention to the matter was gneater in the second veek then in
the first weok of this poriod. :

Peking, too,. devoted great, attention to the charges. During the week '
9.15 March, 48 percent of 6ll items (both comment and nowa) in the inter-
national gcrvices were devoted to BW, and in the £ week 45.3 pwcent e
of a1l items were so concerned. Tho' avoldance of the truce talks and of 3
the war in the regional broadcasta is pointed up by the faot that the

- international scrvicus continue to devote about 15 percent of all items = . |
(opaxrt fram BW) to the war, ;

Moscow's tremndoua anda invostment :lnc.’mda widely disseninated
reports of protest rallivs in the USSR, Tha only s

: imilayly reported
‘s meetings ocourred during the Oreek civil wir and at the beg:lnning of the
' Korcan war,

o Militery Retallation Suggoptod: The desire to divoroe the BW
issue from the military phases o the way is rurthor evidenced by the
continuing avoidance of any threats of mild retribution, Howevor,

» there are dgsuranses that the use of bioclogical wdspons will not, give the

Americans the vieto&:hey could not. otherwise win, This reticence is
nade mors ety

d with the rationalisations for Chinese y
participation m Korea, At that time the thrent to China's borders and
il the need to puy the "blood debt® to Korea were said to make Chinese

: participation mndutory

9 ‘ al Rod - ol of the Aggrepacp: Foking, eapocially,
- eominuss 1o demonstrate te groat so ¥ to tho podeibility of Red Oross o
- investigation, It maistently uxmmsthe intornational organisation _
. 08 & "spy organization® in the pay of the ag gressors, This sug gasts that i
the Conpunists will permit no roal impartial investigotion of the charges ,»
rnd .will maintain their resigtance to IRC participation in the poste
" negotistion setvlement of rof=war and ofvilien problems, Feking -
is particularly incensed at the way the Bod Cross “has thrown overboord
-the Genava“comrention on m'a and ot the way it has condoned the
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tho atrooities conmitted by the A.oricons in Korea.® It rocalls that the
IRC rofused to investigato the atrooity charges preforred- last year by
the Women's International Democratic Foderation and questions its
willingness to probe into North Koyea to "report" on the BW. charges.
Feking also notes that the “impexriial® Red Cross hos devoted moye than o
ronth to “investigation® of the first Koje “massacre” without soming up
with any finding pelatable to the Americans., It predicts that the matter-
will bo purmitted to fode into oblivion. T

9e31
reporting the departure of the Chincse But Sovi
roports intimato that the scesions may teke up the germ warfore charges.
Routine condemmation 48 the least that can be expectod for the Councll has
been estadblishod as the indtiator of such propagenda efforts as the
Stookholn ﬁgpeul, the deirand for a 5-Power Poace Pact, the coming conference
on Baest-¥West 4rade, and the recent Hugo-Oogol ainiversoxy cclebrations,

g. WW Rogionel broadonsts report that
anti-epidenic cormittecs Lave been established in Wuhan and Ywman

and America 1s held rosponsible for the recent inorease in illness. There
is no mention of the muthods boing used to spresd-the germs in these
rogions but it scems possibleé that they will be traced to American-directed
French and Kuanintang forces.

) ‘ anda, O jveg: 48 is indicated above, the tremondous
scope of tho BW cempolgn suggdests tho possivility that i3 represents.
preparation for post-armiatice sganda attacks., Xt is algo possible,
howover, that the ¢ is an attempt to copo with the objective
-eituation, For example it could be intunded to explain away spidemics or
to divert ettention from populor dissatis{octicn with domestic polioy.
Nows rcports offer evidenses supporting both posaivilities. (The second
g::gﬂ:;ty 18 discussad 1in the succeeding scotion on Chiness dotwstic
3 s . .

The following evidences support the epidemics rationalization. Shantung

has becn nddod to the list of arcvas where germs have beon dropped and
regional brondensts admit that measlds, influenza and pneumonia have been
wvidesproad for months, Early in March the Shonghai LIBERATION DAILY noted
that *a pornicious form of measles and influenza® had caused the death of
1700 persono in Shantung since the first of the year and was prevalent in
one-third of the province. In carly March also, the NEW C NEWS AGENCY
announced that medical workers were fighting epidemice in Shantung and that
in one district alone--out of a total of 108 in the province--30,000 persons
had controcted contagious discases bDetweon 16 and 19 Fobruary. Further-
more Hong Kong sourcos quote the mainland press as. reporting epldemics

of influenza, smnllpox, and mesgles in Inner Mongolla, Shantung, Anhwel,
Kiongsu, Hopel, Shensi, and Kaneu., Since these are the arvas ‘t.l'xat _

suffered from drought or fl&d, it scems possible that the residents would

be susceptibvle to disecase.
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On the other hand, however, regional broadcasts report mass protest
demonstrations in areas where such weapons are sald to have baen used,
It seems unlikely that the central govermment would permit such ‘
demonstrations if disense was widespread., Pyongyang reéports no such
nass gathérings in Korea, . o

pgratfons and the .  Talkn: Pyongyang and Moscow limit
selves to daily reports of the communiques, which report defensive
actions by the Communist Torces, but Peking is more expansive ‘and devotes
some attention to the negotiationa, "It contimes to insist that the
demand for voluntary repatriation is the major obstacle to agreeuent,
Amerlcun insistence on this point is sald to prove that the 0,8, intende
to turn the prisoners over % Chiang Xat-ghek or s:{ngmn Rhes, - The
second KXo, ident is also brought in and Conmunist demands for forced
repatridtion are keyed to accounta of mistreatment of prisoners.

. In reporting the final agreement on the number and location of ports of
entry and the agreement %o include nearby afrfiolds within the boundariea
of three of the specific ports of entry, Peking says that the Item Three

Subcqmmitise made it clenr that the Comrunists agreed to the fnclusion
of air transport points in the specific ports of entry on the assumption
that the Amerdcans would give up demands for s ban on a{rfield con-
struction during the armistice period. This is the first reference to
that otumbling block in the last two months,
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