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Importance of visual
elements in news design



Points of entry
The percentage of elements looked

at or any given news page.
80%:-
70%+17 |
60%17 | L , [0 Photo,graphics
50%+71 | 1 Headlines
40%11 | M Ads
30%+11 | M Briefs
20%+ T [1Photo cutlines
10% 1 H Story text

0%+

news design element



Considerations

Deadlines: page
deadline

Preferred format
Graphic size

Color or black and
white

Data agreement with
the story, photo

Manpower to produce
Over-promising
User-friendly

Easy to read,
navigate

Can someone not
familiar with topic
understand?



Types of graphics

Bio box * Table

Timeline * Informational graphic
Bar chart * |llustration

Fever line * Pictograph

Locator map * Bubble chart




Who handles graphics?

From inception to completion, here's the process for a
typical graphic.

Graphics reporter

Beat reporter, beat reporter’s editor
Graphics editor

Graphic manager

Artist, illustrator

Graphics dept. manager
Graphics reporter/editor
Designer

Beat reporter, their editor
Graphics reporter/editor

Copy desk

Graphics reporter/editor
Graphics dept. manager/editor



Anatomy of a graphic

Headline

Chatter

Data content

Data label (if needed)
llustrative/design component
Source(s)

Credit line for reporter, artist




Live graphic
photos, mapping, illustration
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Use of air
reader-friendly
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Fever line
CEO timeline
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Reporting style
varied entry points
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Use of color, maps, photos
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Simple locator map




Detailed timeline, photos

Key dates leading to convictions of Lay, Skilling
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Reporting style
‘charticle”

Energy

Proposals to cut gas
prices scrutinized

Consumers are fuming and politicians are steaming about high gas-
oline prices. President Bush recently announced his administration's
plans to artack record prices, but will they work, and if so, how
fast? USA TODAY Money reporters Paul Davidson and Chris
Woodyard questioned energy industry executives, analysts and ad-

ocacy groups about key points in the Bush agenda and their likely
impact. The upshot: Don't bet your summer vacation money on
much lower prices before Labor Day. Here’s their analysis.

Key to reading the chart:
Discussing fuel prio L s 5| 3 ar aBF Gas oimpact on gascline prices, me impact possibile,
m in Bileri, M impact, ®08® Someimpact expected,

How would itwork? Done before?

Urge state asthorities to in-
vestigare possible price ma-
nipulation

® The 105 million wu\ﬂﬂ]\;ﬂ
¥ impact over e kng haul,

Urge energy companies to
relnvest profits to mcrease
supplies and lower prices.

in
ol company tax breaksover in zat “degletion il I 2 b lrx-:m o make
0years. S| g s fever imvestment| meq»l-m:l..

water dril | Thise Were lar; Ieading to higher prid

Make all hybeid and clean-die-
selvehdcles eligible for federal
wan credits.

Speed approval process for INEIESs fi take years A 5 *ee® Theindustry, whichcan refine 17,1
building o expanding refir- @ bk o 3 i xpan- ‘million barrels of erude cila asy,

"Allow drilling for energy in b clakapipelne
AI rlu Arctic National Wild- Py since the 19705, but drill
N ! " ludluﬂwepmw

e, Covermensei A et O
rEA LS Pt inieren




"‘Bubble” map
live graphic
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Explanatory
use of icons

What went wrong
at the NYSE

How the system is
supposed to work
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Fever line
detailed timeline
layered data

A commumcatlons giant built and shattered by Bernie Ebbers
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Full page graphic
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Pictographs
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Segmented bar chart
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2-page graphic
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Tab chart/table

Comparing the numbers
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Questionable data
when to “kill” a graphic
Always verify with independent sources.

Verify with more than one or competing
sources.

Does it agree with the story?
Try to get it in writing.

Ask the experts around you.
When in doubt, Kkill.



Time for timelines



Notable info
resources

 Statistics every writer should know
http://www.robertniles.com/stats/

* Moorehead State’s resources
http://www.mnstate.edu/gunarat/ijr/journalism.html

* Univ. of lowa’s resources
http://bailiwick.lib.uiowa.edu/journalism/


http://www.robertniles.com/stats/
http://www.mnstate.edu/gunarat/ijr/journalism.html

Info resources, cont'd.

* National Institute for Computer-Assisted
Reporting

http://www.nicar.org/

Society of American Business Editors and
Writers

http://jclass.umd.edu/cars/special/sabew200
4.htm


http://www.nicar.org/

Notable graphic sources

* Poynter Online’s visual journalism
bibliography

http://www.poynter.org/content/content_view.

* Society for News Design
http://www.snd.org/



Online graphics

how can they be enriched?
Think in terms of:
* Video, photos
* Audio
* Interactivity, particularly with maps
* Pop-ups
* Links to original sources



Examples of online content

* For video: ice cream cover story
http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/food/2006-06-0¢

* Shows video of the founder of Cold Stone Creamery
te_xplaining the company’s policy of employees singing for
ipS.



http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/food/2006-06-09-ice-cream-usat_x.htm

online content, cont’'d

The Couples and their cash series has some great
online tools: video quizzes, interactive maps,
calculators:

* http://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/basics/cou

Money Makeover: Couples and their cash

Follow five families as we explore the ins and outs of how couples handle their finances. And use our tools
to help you put your own family’s finances in order.

( Online tools Stories
B How financially compatible

WEEK

n Why couples clash over money are you? T m mq

ini ial li B Determing your ideal budgst
Combining your financial lives Y. dget m Couples make progress in

E Planning for non-traditional couples | ™ State-by-state domestic their money makeover
partnership laws

® Calculate the benefits of N E‘;‘::‘;\';LLT;:::I‘S :"s:ffr“"'
E Mid-life financial check-up saving, cutting debt ArEm Al el e 2l

E Ready for retirement * How financially fit are you? m Kathy Chu's online diary
Couples’ progress report B Are you ready for refirement?

ﬂ Juggling debt, expenses, savings



http://www.usatoday.com/money/perfi/basics/couples-cash-digest.htm

online content, cont’'d

* The weekly stock story has a topper graphic and
a popup graphic of key dates of the Dow:

http://www.usatoday.com/money/markets/us/2006-
06-09-stocks-week x.htm

Operorvmre W FROMTHE
Dow's d chl q since ils first [-141.82
clos er 11,000 in 1999. r 119.74

|_ =L 1"1.1'3

The Dow got within 81
points of its record
high on May 10, but

five triple-digit
losses have resulted
in a mostly downhill
slide since then.
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