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• When: We’ve been tinkering off and on
since April, 2005.
• What: A department reference guide – for

research and standard procedures.
• Who: News Research Department only
• Why: We were excited about wikis. We

needed a reference. We thought this would
be a good fit.
• Where: Our wiki lives on the intranet server

INTRODUCTION



• Include your technology department; ours
was very helpful.

• Select
• Install
• Begin

TECHNOLOGY MATTERS



Comparison of Wiki software on Wikipedia



• Open editing (no password protection yet)
• Tracks changes
       All edits on a single page
       All page edits site wide
• Displays differences
• Title Index
• Word Index
• User preferences

Features of Openwiki



Edit tracking



Index of all pages



User preference options



 PROS
• Easy to install
• Easy to learn
• Easy to use
• Easy to edit
 CONS
• Can’t customize very much
• Can’t use images
• Can’t delete or rename pages
• Only simple searches

Openwiki: Pros and Cons



• Access with a double-click
• Very simple markup language
• Easy linking uses naming convention or

brackets.

   ThisLinks to the page titled ‘ThisLinks’

   [ThisLinks Links] to the same page but will display it
as ‘Links’

• You can substitute a URL for Wiki links

Editing a page



Our template



Our template in edit mode



Define your parameters



Show them the Wiki already!!!
1



Backgrounding a person



Military Casualties



Aircraft Accidents

3



Our Local Court Access



News Research Docs



Paper distribution



News Research Accounts



The Future

Project teams

Training materials for other departments

Cops list – Reporter Sources

Institutional history

An encyclopedia on St. Louis?



Thank You!


