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SrI  sAra  sAram – I (43)

-- 

I – ThirumantrAdhikAram 



-- 

The Significance of ‘nArAyaNanAya’   
--- 

SwAmi Desikan explains that everything appeared from the Supreme Lord:
‘nrsJNkfkqa[ `pfp<kqf nargfkqf, nr[f pkfkliEl pibnft ttftfvgfkqf nargfkqf’ '[fbabf EpaEl eca[f[T  vSTvNtr-gfkAqy<mf uplXikfkibT.”,

‘narasoonukkaLAna appukaL, nArangkaL, naran pakkalilE piRantha tattvangkaL nArangkaL’ enRARpOlE connathu vastvantara-ngkaLaiyum upalakshikkiRathu.” – 

We have seen that ‘nara’ signifies the Supreme Lord. The Manusmruti says that waters appeared from the ‘nara’ and so are known as ‘nAra-s’. Even though it is stated that only waters appeared from Him, it is implied that the earth, fire, wind and space (ether) also appeared from Him. The MahAbhArata clearly says that all things that appeared from the ‘nara’ are ‘nAra-s’. 

“‘nr-s<biNx nar<’ '[fkib vfy<tfptftiyilf Svêp-inêpk-xmR-gfkqf Mtlak safvMmf zaBd-mf.”,

“‘nara-sambandhi nAram’ enkiRa vyutpatthiyil svaroopa-niroopaka-dharmangkaL muthalAga sarvamum SAbdam.” – 


The word, ‘nAra’ can be understood as ‘belonging to ‘nara’.  Hence, it turns out that by ‘nAra-s’ are indicated all that belong to the Lord. These include all the essential qualities that help realize His nature. These are: satya, j~nAna, Ananda, ananta, apahata-pApma (spotlessness) and qualities like compassion etc., along with His divya Sareeram. Besides these, the sentient beings and the non-sentient things also belong to Him.

In support of this, SwAmi Desikan gives two quotes: 
“ ‘narae nra[a< s<¸aat>’, ‘nariSTvit svRpu<sa< smUh>’  ;tfyatikQmf %pl][ pr-gfkqf.”, “‘nArO narANAm samghAtah’, ‘nArastviti sarvapumsAm samooha’ itayAdi-kaLum upalakshaNa para-ngaL.” – 


The first quote is from pAdmOttaram. Let s see the SlOka in full:

“narae nra[a< s<¸aat> tSyahmyn< git>,

 tenaiSm muini_ainRTy< naray[ #tIirt>.”,

“nArO narANAm samgAtah tasyAhamayanam gatih /

  tEnAsmi munibhirnityam nArAyaNa iteeritah //”
Meaning:

nAra is so called because it means the multitude of jIvas who are indicated by the word, nara. I am the goal to be attained by them; I am also the upAya (means) for that attainment. Therefore I am called nArAyaNa by the seers. 


The second quote also may be from PAdmOttaram: 

‘nariSTvit svRpu<sa< smUh>’, ‘nArastviti sarvapumsAm samooha’ – 

Meaning:
By nAra is indicated the entire class of jIvas. 


SwAmi Desikan further says:

“;vfvidtftilf, nr zBd-mf jIv vaciyayf ;v[f Xyixf}vlfl[f '[fkibT.”, “ivviDatthil, nara Sabdam jIva vAciyAi ivan kshayishNuvallan enkiRathu.” 

In this context, it is explained that ‘nara’ means the non-perishable jIva. According to scriptural authorities such as the above, the word, ‘nAra’ itself indicates the entire community of the individual souls. 
“;tftalf M[fp< dehaid-ivl][-[ak zaeixt-[a[ ;v{kfK zrIr-%TpÅyaid-kQmf  }ans<kaecaid-kQEm uqfq[. Svêp-tftilf namaNtr-_ajnahR-AvSwE-kqf ;lfAl '[fbtayibfB.”,

“itthAl munbu dEhAdi-vilakshaNa-nAka SOdhita-nAna ivanukku Sareera-utpattyAdi-kaLum j~nAna-samkOcAdikaLmE uLLana. Svaroopatthil nAnAntara-bhajanArha-avasthaikaL illai enRathAyiRRu.”

It has already been shown that the jIva is totally different from the physical body, sense organs etc. His attributive qualities are subject to change. These include his physical body, attributive knowledge etc. His essential nature, however, does not undergo any change; nor does his name change. 
(To continue)
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