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LEFT: Army Service Forces; RIGHT: British Intelligence Corps 

 

111th Wireless Intelligence Section, First Signals Intelligence Company, Intelligence 
Corps, British Liberation Army 

Attached to the  
113th Signal Radio Intelligence Company 

  

Ron Wilshire, born 1919, was a Sergeant in the British Intelligence Corps. He worked in the 
Wireless Intelligence Section, initially intercepting Morse messages, but by 1942, 
intercepting enemy wireless (radio) signals. He had fluent French and German and was able 
to listen to and transcribe German radio traffic. 

Ron was attached to the 113th SRI Company in April 1944, joining them in Colyton, Devon. 
Ron was a keen amateur photographer, and he took a number of photos of the 113th. 
Unfortunately we have little idea of people’s names beyond the odd note on the reverse of 
the pictures. 

He landed on Omaha Beach with 113th in June 1944 and from that date he wrote to his 
parents frequently always in a reassuring tone, rarely referring to the fighting and never 
suggesting he was ever in any danger. His parents kept the letters which we now have. The 
contrast between Lewis Dresser’s field diary and Ron’s letters is entertaining with Lewis 
being brutally factual and Ron stating that “..only the camouflage nets detract from the 
general impression of a picnic.” 

In late July, the 113th advanced to Lison and thence to St Lo – the main crossroad town in 
Normandy. The town was carpet bombed in order to dislodge the German forces; up to 95% 
of the city was destroyed. 

In August the 113th were in Saint-Ébremond in France. Lewis Dresser’s diary describes “the 
113th riding academy” with several German artillery horses, and Ron captured the moment in 
his photos. 

In September the 113th crossed the border into Belgium, and Lewis Dresser’s diary notes the 
capture of nearly fifty fully armed Germans, and again Ron captured the moment. 

And in early October in Jalhay Ron shot a number of photos of a baseball game, and the 
Red Cross clubmobile. 
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Ron stayed with 113th until mid-October 1944 when the 113th took up residence in a chateau 
in Limbourg, Belgium for a number of months. The letter to his parents records his feelings 
about leaving the American Army as “I’ve been far too happy with these people to want to 
leave them.” 

Ron went on to work as an Interrogator at various Internment camps across Germany until 
mid 1946. 
 
By Lindsay Coley, daughter of Ron Wilshire 
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Ron Wilshire and Jerry 
Colyton, Devon 

 
Sergeants, Ron in the foreground 
Colyton, Devon 
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Tug of War 
Colyton, Devon 

 
Just idling 
Colyton, Devon 
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Ray and George 
Colyton, Devon 

 
Ron and 113th soldier 
France 
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Daily news bulletin Ron’s name as best athlete. No idea why! 
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Lison 
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K1 ration menu 
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Ruins of St. Lo, France 

 
These coats! 

 
Jerry writes home. 
France 
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Bald manicurist and customer 
France 

 
Mobile canteen 
France 

 
Mike on German cavalry horse 
Saint-Ébremond, France 
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Rodeo 
Saint-Ébremond, France 

 
Fried eggs for breakfast 

 
Making ashtrays from shell cases 
Pré-en-Pail, France 
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Ron, Susanne and Jerry 
Pré-en-Pail, France 

 
Champs-Élysées, Paris 

 
Prisoners near Charleroi, Belgium 
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Doughnuts and coffee 
Jalhay, Belgium 

 
Doughnuts and coffee 

 
Baseball in Jalhay, Belgium 
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Baseball in Belgium 

 
Baseball in Belgium 
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Baseball in Belgium 

 
Jerry and George in Germany 

 
Nick and Happy 
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Ron’s Leaving 113th Letter 
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