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LauDINGS

Of all the diversified Signcl Corns troops doing tineir jobs under trying
conditions on Luzon Island in the ihilippines---of all tie troops of any arm
or service, for that rmtter---none had a greater variety of coibat cexperiences
than the en of the Signal Corps Fhotographic Services

se
« .

They were in the :idst of aliost every battle, they vere in the heart of
thc great llanila fire, they stood, &nd fell, on the targets of the Japanese
artillcry, thcy skirricd over the fighting in plancs and juiped with the
paratroons, tiucy penctrated the enaryy lines with the raiders, thcy went into
battlec vith the MNavy, and they verc conspicuous at cvery aistoric ceraiony
and eveat of thic liberatien. .

To accoplish the Signcl Corps tission of moking a photogrephic rcecord
of tic viar, 14 coibat assigiricnt units, tvo ncwsrcel assignmacnt units, tvo
r1obile laboratories wnd once photo repair scection vere scat into Luzon vith
the invading forccs, and tuo nore cotlbat assigiacnt units werc scattered
aiong siips of the Navy, approxinatcly 22 officers and 38 cnlistced mcn, ir all.
Virtually all »ersonicl was frooy Detaeciicnt One (Photographic) of the 332nd
igicl Scrvice Bottalion, and the 161lst cignal Photogrophic Caasanye.

llost of thc unite ecxe in on the D-des of thc vcrious Luzon landing
opcr tions, «ad of tiese, the largest percentage landed on tuc beaches of
Lingcycen Gulf.

Scattered as thcy were through the differcat convoys, they pgctured
neny ey cttecks oa the ships, and suffercd their first casualty on S :iinus
tvoe®, Tceluiicicn Fifth Grade iarl G. Bates, toking still picturcs of cn air
reid fra: the bouw of aa LOT, was shot tarough the lcg by a bullet frar u
strafing 1ip plance

In the high surf at the Lingayca Beaches, several photographirs vere
krnoclicd dovii as they struggled ashore, and their caneras werc iiricrsed in the
sca. In provious operations, this would have put the photographcr out of acti.

But, for thc first tiw, . mobile shop ¢f tho Caicra Repair Scetion
caic in vith cawat rcinforecerent troops. They landed on 8 plus four and sct
up in tents at langalden. Cowcraes irciobilized by salt water werc prowtly
restored to service. Thce Revoir Goeetion was unable, hovever, to repair onc
cf tic vicecs of couiusiient carricd in on its own truck, 2 16 milliwcter Bell
& Ho.cll orojector that bounced off the Teipoas carricr and was run over by
thic truck besind it as thc veaieles werc racing for sufoty thrcugh cney firc.

Lhother truck, carrying the filii rescrve of onc of tuc co.iwct units,
reecived o Gircet ait fro: e cort r siell and burincd.  Thac unit had to be
resunalicde.
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* iazay ending dete wos kietn as S-Do
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If the landing was rcughr, the soing, once ashore, was often rouwtler,
for t'e photo units felt obliged to.push trrough to t-e perimeters without

celay,

T e Officer-in-C' arge of Unit B acco~paried an 1P-re:r netrol scouting
Sem Jecinto, Tivst deyr's objective of the L3rd Division. Trey rern into a
Jenenese deflense position of 250 ren at tre river just out of town end in
tre easuing fire figtt lost eight killed and five ~o'nded. Tre Photo Officer
vas one of the six survivors, Wen the tomm wes captured tre next da-,
Unit B's feep wes tre "irst vericle to enter.

Tre ordered cou{:sion cf a2 landing scene was compoundel by tte =agni-
tude of t"is one. TFrotograprers, following tre bettrlions to -*ich trev
were &ssigned, lost 211 contact with their ntoto un‘ts. Some of them even
lost t-e:ir tacticel units, anéd one, busily teking pictures, wandeved far
into ene v territory alone and wasn't avare te Ya&d become semereted until
e ret on advence pz=trol on thre way back.

Diificulties cn the beach did not end on S Iey. Ne sreel Unit G care
into .ite Beach on the evening of S plus four, in tl e midst of an artillery
duel vetween warships in the harbor and Japarese 12-inch guns at Demortis,
Witk the sudden fall of tronicsl darkness came an alert and blackout., Jap
shells were pounding the beaches and the air was filled with the freight-
train rustle of other missiles as the unit set out for Degupan. '"eaving in
and out among piles of supplies and prone troops, the vehicles ground through
the trackless sands of a beach already churned by artillery fire and count-
less vericles., It became impossible to get through. The photogrzphers
mede cemp in the hedlam t*at was the beach,

The First Battalion of the 15°th Regimental Combat Teem set out the
next day to silence the Jap guns at Demortis., 'ith trem went Thoto Unit 10.

The Photo Uhit Officer was with C Company. As trey were crossing an
rice raddy just before noon, all the surrounding bills suddenly spouted

open
The center of C Company was wiped out, instantane-

Japanese artillery fire.
ously.

A motion picture cameraman and a still photographer were with A
Cempany. Tris Compeny got it late in tre afternoon., The Jeps had waited
until t-ey reached a point wrere t-ere was mno cover. The Companyv was fast
being obliterated as a —itkdrawal begen over a “elf mile of open country
under continuing enemy artillery fire. Fadios, morters, packs, ammunition,
fead and even ~aurded rad to be abandoned. The ntotograplers kept shooting
pictures, and nianaged, between tte two of trhem, to get one wounded Infantrye-
man to safety, -
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The motion picture cemewemon got a bullet hole in his cantcen, but thoy
were othorwise untouched, olthough tho Battelion had lost ncarly half its men.

Thot battle continued until 28 Jammery when Rosario fell to the Americens,
The weakencd 158th stopped there for a rest. Unit 10 started south in search
of further combat to photograph.

Amorg the Photo units wes one consisting of hand-picked men that hed
voluntcered for the most dangerous assigmments since their arrival in the
theatcr. On Luzon, this unit, Unit F, was assigped to the Sixth Ronger
Bottalion, and when two Ranger companies landed in rubber boats, launched
from PT boats, to scout Bolineo, end islands off Bolinao Cope, thc Photo
Unit Officer went with them. The landing was mede et night, but he shot
pictures of the preparations---loading the rubbcr boats and the Rangers
darkening their faces---ond of tho securing of the Island of Santiago.

The one-by-onc annihilation of the Japs stubbornly cntrenched in‘the
Cabaruan Hills was given closeup covcroge by Army photographers, showing tho
cnemy being routed out with smell ams, flame throwers, dynamito and cans
of gasolinc,

During the Cabaruan operations, a jeep carrying photographcrs was
following tenks into battlec when intcnsified enemy fire suddenly forced the
tanks to withdrew momentarily. They swurg around in their tracks and,. before
the photogrophers could turn their jeep, o tank was upon it. The occupants
jumpcd frec, but all of the jeep that was salvogable was a single tire..

A Photo licutcnaent in thcse operstions reached for his conteen to gect a
drink of water during combat, but couldn't pry it loose from its holdcr.
During a respite he discovered the resson---a bullet had passcd through the
holdcr end cantcen.,

One photographer crawled back to the medics with an Infantryman vhose
hand had becn blown off, then returned to resume his camera work,

The lieutenant of Unit B and a .T/5 motion picture camersman, in thc Unit
Jecp convoyed by a captured Japanese staoff car full of guerillas, bypassed
enany forces to photogreph gucrilla activities in the town of Guimba, 10
miles within the Jap lines.

The townspeople gavec a banquet and victory ball in their honor as the
first inveding Americans to enter the town. The mayor end leading citizens
made spccches of welcome, with the Jops on a2ll four sides of the city. Next
day the guerillas escorted them safcly back to the American lines.

Two Unit J photographers cntered Tarlac the déy before it fecll without
even rcalizing that our forces had not captured the city until after they had
left. The town was virtually deserted, evon the natives having fled,

Unit 8's lieutonant and a movie cameraman,. covering the 37th Diwva QJP\SSG\O"\
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advancg, werc on the spot at Camiling when a body of 50 Japancsc walked
straight down a road into a ncwly-installcd Amcrican road block.

Unit I's licutcnant and anenlistcd man cntcered Bamban with an cight-
man patrol two niles ahcad of tiac wain bodys. Japancsc onciicd Tirc on them
and tic patrol was scattcred. The tro photographcrs made their way back
alonc. Ncxt day they verc caught in a rcginental CP vhen Japancsc artillery
zorocd it in, but thcy oscaped again,

Then they went on to Clerik Field vhere photographers reecived a
eoncentratced dose of firc. Two of them werc pinned down on the south side
of the ficld.e Tvo wore vicre riding in -a tank dcstroycr with the Commanding
Guacral of thc 37th Division. The tonk destroyer just ahcad of it struck a
min¢ aud was domobilized. They demolishced it with their own fire to keop it
from falling into the hands of the ocnemy. Acricans werc in one hanger of
the field, the Japs in another, slugging it out. With the cntrcnchod
Americans was another pheto unite The tank destroyer with the General and
the -tvio photogrophers crept up almost betreen the two hangars, ramaining
thure soveral minutes. Vhon the photo unit in the hangar.left, Jap artillery
shclls chascd thcir jeep along the ficld, splashing geysers of carth just
bchind thc éarcening vehicle all the way. -

O a hill in the Fort Stotscnburg area, a Signal Corps motion picture
camcra wcs sct up in plain vicw of Jap dugouts 400 yards awaye. Six 40th
Division men werce killed by snipers on that hill the day the camerac vas
opcrating, znd vhilc the Photo Officcr of Unit E was shooting pictures, one
soldic¢r was killed only 10 feet from him.

In the samc erca, Unit 8 was pinned dovn on the crest of a smnll kaoll
for ncarly an hour by Japancsc sniper fire and a fcou hours later was under
dircet mchine gun and riflc fire during an cneny infiltr.tion of our lines.

Unit 4 landed uith the 38th Division on thc westcrn sidc of Batamn in
Zambalcs Province, 29 January, and outran the Infantry to the town of San
Marcclino so that tihvy might photograph the triumphal entry.

After first reosistance in this opcration vias mct near Subic Bay, the
Photo Unit pushed up the road vith the 34th Regimental Cambat Team and
ontcrod the town of Olongopo behind tho first tank, capturing a Japancse
garrison flage ’

Tiic folloving two wecks, thesc photographcers rcecorded the bloody battle
of Zig=-2ag Pass. It was hcroe that General Macarthur had fought his rcar
guard action to cover the withdrawal into Bataan. Onc of thc cauicremcn
photographcd tihc mission of a rcgincnt that was guided across the hills by
a tribc of Negritos to cneirelc thc Japs in the pass. For more than n vcek
thusc troops werc supplicd only by air drops.

Membors of the bottle-tougnencd Unit F accoupanicd the Ranger raj
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paFty that penctrated Japancsc territory on the daring dclivery of Amcricen
prisoncrs of war in Ccbanatuan Pricon.

T/h Frank J. Goetzheimer, one of thc smallcst men in the Photo Service,
volunteccrcd to accomvany the Ranger who shot thce lock off the prison gatc so
that the raiders might pour in on the cvening of 30 Janucry. Tacn, %ith tho
first ncn to penetratc the place, he ran through thuc prisoncr's gquertcrs
herding the bewildered immates out the goie, toking zestful adventoge of the
opportunity for a T/4 to push zround becwildered ficld gradc officers. Ome
of thc’libcratcd Aucricans vas a wujor who had been photorra hic officer
on the staff of thc Chicf Signal Officcr vhen the Jape invcaded the Philippincs.

Previous critiqucs of this Photo Unit's opcrations t.cre not without a
sugzgestion of difficulty over the »crsonncl'!s propcnsity to forgcet picturcs
for a morc aggressive part in the fighting, but this time thcy vcre able to
abandon thcir ccameras with inpunity, for most of the action took ploecc after
sunscts &ll of thom helpcd to carry out sick or voundcd.

Photogrophers verc ircluded wvheon «l1l officers participating in thris
raid vorc averdcd the Silver Star and enlisted men Bronze Stors.

Ccptain. Grover C. Nicmeycr and Scrgeant Irving M. Wagen of GSigral
photographic voluntcercé to accoupany the 11lth airbornc Division on its
perilous probing mission into thc enemy rcar in southcrn Luzon. The
landing was made at Nusugbu Bay on 31 January.

tthen Cavitc was c.pturcd by the 1lth Airborne, the cleventh ond twelfth
men into the navel base verc the two photographers, but as the officer
exprcssed it, *there werc no Japs around anyway, so what?¥

This tvo-man photo Unit, on the night of 21 Fcbruary, boardcd onc of
thrce sciling boncas with an officer and 30 men of the Rccon Flatoon on an
adventure thot was to culminate a8 the sceond specetacular prison dclivery of
Luzon. '

4ll night thcy sailed to & point 40 miles bchind the Jap lincs. Tuc
next day thcy hid in a suell town on thc south shorc of Laguna d¢ Bay. That
night, with 200 gucrillas, they sailed north -nd vest to a point cbout 11
miles fraa their objcetive, thc intcrmment canp at Los Beanos, vhich was
two hours away. .

The raiders walkod through rice paddics to the edge of carmp.,

At 0645, six amcrican 5oldicrs and 30 Filipinos stormcd the gotes Viith
than werc the two photogropherse The rest of the poerty followcede

At 0655, a rcinforced Par:troop Coupeny camc down 500 yords frao couip.

-5-
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4t 0710, 53 alligators full of fighting men cane in on schedule from the
beach,

The raid vas accouplished by 225 nen in cll.

LW .
veryone was nceded for eor.at security on this tcnse nission. Captain

Nicieyer led a iwchine gun squad in with hi. Both photographers helped get
prisoncrs oute -

They shot victures of the wcak and sickly imiates carrying their tieager

bblO"l’ll'lL s past burning buildings and they Ywerec never kissed so :mch in
our livest,

Coverage was curtcilcd by

o shutter jariiing on their Speed Graphic and
by the swiftness of

tlic raid, svift beccavse the Jups resched the carp in

force as cxpeeted, an hour after the raicers loft with thc:.r 2,146 libcrated
inintese

Botl photograniiers were averded the 3ronze Star.®

.
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ITO TATILA
Az the 1lth ..irborne Division +as lecnding in the south, photo tcams in
tho Contrzl Luzon Valley werc racing not to kcep up witih, but to get ahcad
of , the cssault troops so they could photograph the cantry into tianila,

One T/5 wcs wita an cdvance gurrd of 50 Infrutrimicn that dug in for a
night ot a cross roczd threc miles south of Navalicacse Vhen 20 trucks
approached tia: fram the cust they thought their main body, lazt knovn to be
north of thaa, hcd caugiit up by a different routce But a chzllenge to the
convoy cvoked a strcaa of Japanesc cxpletives. as if at a signel, cvery
man in thc position began firing with mortars and ligat arms,

*I was searcd stiff," scid the cameranecn. °®It was so dark you couldn't
tcll tho s shooting. lie stopped the Japs, but bceceusc of the strengta of
the cauny, tic officcr-in-chirge deccided to withdrau before thicy eoulé re-
grouns Tho mcn in front becgan falling back on us, and it vcs terrifying
bee.use Te couldn't tcll vhethcr they vere Jops or auxricanse I had to
lcave all my hoervy oguipimcnt, including e.nieras, under a nccrby nousce Ve
valiied 211 night through the rice pcddics and in the isorning we cauc out
only about a milce nort: of wherce vwic had started, just in tine to sce tic
Ancrican troops cporoachinge I climbed onto tiue fifth tank in linc to ride
into lanila. =Znauy firce bceame so lhicavy cs e progresscd, hovever, that I
had to get inside the tank.*

Anothcr T/5 photographer, riding inside an M-7 tank, took over tho 50
calibre ixchine gun end kept it in operction when the gunner tlongside -im
was weundcde

A Fhotorrovhic scricant, caught in ¢ shorp cncounter with o Jep patrol
just cbove lianila on 4 Februsry, was lying in a ditel zloigside e rond wien
throe Japs stepped out of & hoedgc ncarby. Dusk and heavy foliage precluded -
picturcs, so the scrgecant aimied his gun instecd of his corwera at thc Jois,
who hed startcd running. Hc brought down onc and a BaR wan fellud the other
tvoe

Souic photographcrs dién't trait for the Engincers to build bridges
across the rivers. Tucy mode rafts for thcir vehicles, or bogged rides on
catraclzse Refuscd priority on a ferry, the Unit I wieapons carricr lcd o
convoy of hcovicr photo vchieles a mile upstrear to a ford. In the dark,
the weapons coarricr had to winch cach of the other trucks across, then
it took thcm four hours to gct through the ricc paddics back to the rocd
on thc other side, during vhich time ecch truck got stuck at lecst twice.
Othcr Photo vehieles had to waite Thc hezvy repeir ven of tac rhoto
Recpair Scetion, for instcinec, after drivicg doy @nd night, found itsclf
stoppced by a blovn-up bridge of thc lost stubborn river north of lanilae
Hevicver, it squirmcd through the traffic jem to thc front poart of the
column, ingrotisztcd itsclf by scrving coffce to the waiting troops turough
the night, and s tie first vchicle of ifts sizc to cross the brilge tie

next liorninge _ MSS\/:\O\
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Two cnlistud photographcrs obtaincd permission to try to cntur Manila
as oarly as 1 Fobruary, tro days beforc the first troops, with a band of
guarilles rho promisod to gt thom through. They startcd, but tho guorillas
wercn't cble to kcep thcir promiso and they hud to rejoin their units.

Of the first five veaicles to rcach the BEB Browery whorc tho 37th
Division cstablished its CP on thu outskirts of Manilc, ono was the jeop of
Photo Unit B, another belaonged to Photo Unit E. Fram thero tho photographcrs

Pushcd on afoot.

4 grophic description of the struggle of tho Fhoto Units to boat the
invaders into lianila, end of thoir cerly activitics in theo city, is containeﬂ

in a report by thc Officor-in-Charge of Combat issignment Unit EBe

esoThc 37th Division Mobile Rocon Unit was tharc (San Ferncndo)
rcady to stert for lianila chead of the troops. Our jeop went
alonge VYic got hcld up at Columpit for a while but managed to bc
ghead of thc main body of the troops. I can't rcmecmber -the dates
anymiore but wc got to Bigaa about 1700 onc aévcning (two days
boforc we roasched Manila)e Both bridges ccross the Bigaa River
woro out, naturally, so thc captain, CO of tho Rccon Unit,
scvercl of his men and I got to work on thc railroad dbridgos
vwhich was partly submorzed, and by 210G had it in shepc onough

to start noving somc vchiclos across. Vic woriced likc slaves.

By 0100 we ferriocd 16 jocps, practicclly inched tham through.

By 0300 w¢ managed 12 37 mm guns. Onc of them slid off tho planks
oand we had a hell of o time gotting it back on the bridges For
thc noxt two hours I led by hand every singlc mon of an Infantry
Regimont. I don't knov vho thoy werc, I was too tired and slocepy
to carce Thoy couldn't bzlancc thensoclves with their heavy nacks,
80, sincc by this tiiie I know cvery hole in the bridge, I had to
tako tham. Vhat got my goat was that ct tho cnd I couldn't get
priority for my omn jcep.

At liarilao we had the samc problecme This time I had to go
on my ovne I mct a gucrilla colonel on a bcautiful whiteo horst
vho gave me about a dozon men to help mc. Vie collocted sevcral
bancas (native boots) « nd constructed o ferry. I got my Jjcop
across but had a hell of a time to scll the idca to other units.
But it didn't toke long after I left. Thcoy put priority on it
and I was told latcr thot General Macarthur used ite.

I cloost got killed at licycauayan. I drove into cross firo
betweon Jars and our machiine guns ncar the railroad station.
My jeep vias the first vchicle to get to this points Therc wes a
big cratcr on the main road so I mode a dotour through the town.
I still had plenty of duylight so zgain I cngaged the gucrilles
and began to construct a bance ferry across tho river running
hrough thc ccater of the town, Eerly next morning I got my
joop across. 4 couplc morc followed but I couldn't get eny moro
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custorerss I had a vholc army of .civilian voluntcors to opcrate
the forrye Tho troops were using the reilroad bridge down bolove

I ran into a Brigadier General (can't rcecall his nome, he was with
the 37th Division) who was med becrusc the troops were not gotting
across fast cnoughe I told him about my barge. He was cloted and
immediatecly issuod orders for units to usc it. I took off for
Manilae I v2s TAIIIMY OIS "M tine and everybody elsc was getting
ahcad of mce

I rccched lianila walking beside Gencral B----- almost botwoon
thc first tvo secuts. Ve stopped at the BBB Browery. Woll, tho
cntire Division stoppcd therce for two rcasons. First, of coursc,
was thc beer waich was being pessed out, but sccond was that dirty
yollou river-ong-thesprommar~bridgc,. If you disrcgord the Firrsteeeeasss
Cavalry which cntcred Manila night beforc us (3 February), then I
would be the first G.I. to get in, I got a couplce of boards which
I ticd togcether with a wirc, pleced my caiiers, film and other things
on top and vwith the help of a boy, weded across. Soon other men
began to follow. I orgonizcd some civilians to lhelp me round up
some cnpty gas drums for a bridge but vihen an Engincer captain
shoved up, I joined thc Infantry and wo startced for the towne

The Unit I walked in with was E Company, 2nd Battalion, 148th
Rcgirient.e VWo walked down the 4venida Rizal, made a detour to the
railrcad stction in Tondo, which was burning, I stopped for a
while to make somce shots of the fire. The Japs left stacks of armo
there vhiech viere about to blow as I was shootings I took off from
thero fast and just in time. It hit the clouds when I was about a
block cviay. Of coursc I lost the Company and had a Licll of a tine
finding them in onc of thc narrow streocts ncar tho Canal. Thoy ran
into somc of the snipers and were working on them in crnest when
I got theroe S--——- (T/5 still photographcr) was with the Coupanye
It was getting dark by this timo so we sat dowvn on tho curb to
takec a rest since wo couidn't take picturcs any more. 4 few noncnts
later the Japs across the Cancl threv a knce mortar at us. It blew
up about 12 fcet away from us and that is where Se---- got it in the
locge Vie pulled out of therc fcste We had no aid men so @ civilian
doctor took curc of Sceewmiacsss

I spent the first night in Mgnila working pretty harde Tho
Coupany was forccd to move back several blocks from the Canal. It
lost contact vwith the Dattalion CP and the Battalion didn't know
where tho Company wes. In short, we werc lost and without help if
soncthing happenede Ve also had scveral wounded who had to bo
teken to the Modicse Sinee I couldn't take pictures, I decided to
do that worke I found a Chinese driver with a truck, loaded it with
the wounded and about half a dozen Jap prisoncrs we picked up, and
startced out through the dork strcets looking for o hospital. I
think it was thc San Lazaro wc found. There were some Go.I.s with

more Japs and they didntt know what to do with tham, so I herdcd —
ﬁsb
' G
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thaa all (18) into tho truck and went on looking for the Bottalion.
I finally found the CP at Bilibid Prison. Nobody wanted the damned:
Japs at the CP so I tried to get them inside where the american
civilians weres I went around to the main gate just when the Japs
were coming up the street with tanks. 4ll hell broke loose there
and I really don't remember how I got out of there. The Battalion
CP lwnew now where Company E was but the Company still was in the
dark. I hed to get back and tell them, but I only had the frightened
Chinese driver and that wasn't goods The Battalion asked me to
stretch a phone wire olii my way back but they didn't have enough of
it to teke it the way I came. 4 Signal sergeant came along with me
and we got the wire through the Jap streets. It really felt good to

stretch out on a soft bed finally.

Next day, aftor noon, I went across the Canal and joined the
K and L Conpanies of the 1lst Battalion. S----- (T/5 motion picture
cameraman) was with me for a while until he ran out of filleeoes
Several blazes startcd and we shot these while the troops vicre
pushing on cleaning out snipers. Ve kept going east block by
block very slowly. 41l this time the fire vhich we passed was -
spreading and closing up behind us.s S----= pulled out of there just
in tiao because soon we realized that we vere cut off. Ve got
across Dasnarinas Street under fire but luckily no one got hit there.
¥e were herded in a narrov alley and the Japs were closing in on use
They had a machine gun pointing down every alley vie had to cross
going either north or south. To top it all, we hac about 200
panic-stricken civilians in a building. I pleaded with them to make
a brecak for it and get out but they vere like sheepe Thcy iere all
eithcr blown up with the building or burncd alive latcre The fire
vas gotting very closcs Other side of the strcot vias burning and
owr sidc vias beginning to smoulder. Japs placced cxplosives cvery-
whero and as the hcat rcached tham centire buildings would fall aparte
Ve had to gct out of there. Vo deeided to run south through tie
firce I dampcned my clothes with vatur from my cantcen and ran
through with the first squad hoping thc terrific hcat wouldn't blow |
u: the fil I was carrying. We got only as far as the next blozk,
The first man to rccch the next alley got hit just as he stepped
off tho curbs I don't belicve ho vas cver taken back bocause at
that very monent a Jap thravi a grenaedc around the corner of tho -
buildinge It rolled down thc sidetvalk tovard mee It gave me just
about cnougn titic to rcach half way dovn to the ground before it
blew up, not more than six feet from nc. Scveral men vere hite From
the photo standpoint, the Lest things woreonly to follow but I guit
hicrce I had to hclp carry the woundcd and give tho men vith
riflcs a chenco to shoote I%y shooting wasn't imvortant any morce
Y/e ran bzck to our original position and now ve had no altcrnative -
Yo had to meXkc a brecak to the north across the Canal bridge vhich
we kno vias mdncde e cxpoeted the Japs to blow it up as soon as
Ve got to it. The strongest Jap concuntration vwas in the Heacock
Building where thcy built strong ccmont talls with gun slits in
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the pointing in all dircetions. Ve tricd to blast thanm out but
couldn't do it so vc throw smokc bombs at them to cover us upe I
corriod a 1itter with three other men and by saae miraclo wo got
ccross but I sav .en bchind mec fall. llost of tham got it in the
lege and stonache I belicve the count was six killcd, tvo nissing
and abcut 20 woundcde Onc licutcnant blew himsclf up with a

g dee The thing was faulty and when he had no place to throvw
it becuusce of tiac men and the civilians, hc hcld it to his stanach,
I aad his name in the captions but I can't reecall it nowe I shot
ry last hundred feot on the north or the safe side of the Canal,
Thc vounded were buing carricd across tho bridgo under Jap firce

Unit 10, which lcft the weakencd 158th Regimental Combat Team at
Hesario to po soutin in scarch of further combit, found it in lianila. Unit
10 tceamed up with Unit 9 and ontcred the city the day aftcr Unit E's
adveaturous arrivale

Thc narrative of thesce two units! oxpericnecs is also best told in tho
vords of onc vho expericnced it, the Officecr-in-Chorge of Unit 10.

As ve drove doun avenida Rizal, the peoplo flocked to tho
siderellss, doors, windows cnd roof-tops. The rcecption we reecived
is bcyond descrintion. A4Applousc, shouting, hand clapping, crics
of "Victory?, meic it sound likc Broadvay on Mew Ycar's ivc. But
when the pecple saw *linbunay®, the ncme of our unit jcop, thoy went
7Zilde Mebubay is a Tagalog viord. of checer cnd grectings

They threw floers to us, the vericn rushed out vith hot teca

~and coffec in thcir best China cups, the men with fistfuls of
cigars and cigorcttcs and with bottlcs of liquor (brandy, rum,
Thisky, gin -- many importcd trands), It was impossivlc to rcfusoce
Somc of the morc aggressive maidens kisscd us soundly as vic rollcd
by. It wes morc than a congucror's or libocrztor's rcecption; it
was a hcro's wclcomce

The whole buanch of us were a little ashamed, a great deal
cberresscde  The ovation scemed dir..cted at us as individuals,
and ve dién't reld we descrved it alonce Vic couldn't help but
think of thc boys who paved the way for us with their bodics.

vc continuci working south, in the gencral dircetion oy Juacs
Bridgce which civilians told us hed been destroycde By now wo
7ere mecting tui'sts of sniper firc, and mincd interscctions or
Jap pill boxes .acde an occasionzl detour nccessary. around 1000
e vere hcld up by considerable opposition, which soon dcvelopod
into strcot cnd housc-to-housc fighting. Vie vere in Binondo,
Manila's Cainatova, sv we drove the jcep ap on the sidevelk in the
shelter of a sclid Luilding, and coverced thc rest of the way on
foote Tuc joci ‘mde o good hecadquertcers for film and food supplys

cncbling us t5 travel much lighter,
. kassb
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It turnod out that a Jap woodpecker (machino gun) in Binondo
church tover v.as holding up our advance, so the AT (anti-tank) boys
brought up thcir 37 mu guns, tho noarcst thing we had to artillerye
It was not until a couple days lator that thdIngincers got bridgces
in beidnd us thot would supoort artilicry or tanks or largo supply
trucks, Ve vore conscquontly short on food and -ammo,

™ ™ . » K »

I followod ono of our BaR men upstcirs in an old Chincsc
houso, looking for o shot at thc Jap positions. Wo drov firo
instoad, and splinters from the lattice~framcd windows stuck in
our fatigucs. I docidod it was too dark for picturos thorc. It
vas, tole.

I rcached the strcot just aftcr a Jap mortar hit in tho
intcerscetion vherc our 37 mm gun had been firing a fow minutcs
befores The gun wasn'!t hurt, but the sholl had clipped a couplo
of our men, and killed a Chincsc bystander. Until thcen it had all
bcen a show to the civilianse Try as we would, we couldn't make
then take covere. They were so glad to scc us, ond wantod to vwatche
It was differcent, now, Thcy kept their doors open, however, for
us to duck into vhin nceessary. Thcey also brought us information
as to tiac location of Jap snipcrse.

Somo of our troops werc proparing to cross the river at tho
Ongpin Strecct Bridge, so I joined thaae They were agpin held up
by Jap wachinc gun firo from Binondo Church and from Sam's Otudioy
across thc stroct from it. Tho bridge vwas about 60 fcet frou us,
with a herriccde of vood and shcet mctal, protccted by barbed wiro
cntanglements and mincs. Ve would have to clcar o passage beforo
ve could cross, and the Jap machinc guns were covering the bridge
barricade with a withering firce I couldn't gct eny picturcs from
wacrc I was, so I dashed across Omgpin Struct, crouched low, and
pullcd up in the foyer «f the Rex Tacatcr. Ve vwerc using the
roof for a mortar CP, ad it made an idecl vantoge point for
picturcs, although the Japs consténtly whipped it with nachkino gun
fires I crawleé out on the torrcec and shot a coauple of picturcs.
You could sce all over the cntire city.

Just as.I came dcwn a licutermont with e pair of wirc cuttcrs
and a lot of guts, er:iled up to thc bridge, rippod part of the
barriccde aside, and pesscd throngh. Two or thrco soldicre slipped
throush the opening buhind hime T*he Jap machinc gun opencd up
again as I startud to follow, so L duckcd into a little holo in
tic wall amd found uyeclf in a barber shope. There worc scveral
Chincsc mwm and bors inside, chat®tering and sweating out t.ic ware
There werc elso & holf dozon Chinesc girls of about 18 or 21,
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in white, and wearing Red Croos armbands., One brought me a ocup of
tea, and told me they were volunteer nurses. They were very pretty,
and spoke excellent English, so I aettled down to spend a pleasant
few minutes.

. . . . s . . .

One of the Chinese boys thought I could get a picture from
upstairs, so with him as guide, I got my introduction to the
nysteries of an old Chinese house. It was dark and the flickering
flame of the candle was very inadequate as I stumbled along. First,
we wriggled through a hole in the back of the shop into the
building next door, then up a stairway with trap doors, down dim
passagos, up more stairs, and finally out on a roof garden, wheoro
I could almost look down on the bridge wc wore trying to cross. I
took a picture, and was ncarly blinded by flying coneretc, chipped
off into Iy oyes by Jap mBchine gun bullets. Apparontly ny position

Va8 morc ‘or loss oxposod.

Ieod by ny Chinesc guido, I again rcachod strcet lcvel, this
time as tho Infantry boys once more startcd to cross the bridgoe
Ono by one, coverad by the othcers, wo rushced through tho bridge
barricadc and into tho oover of docrways beyonde Lte Seeeer-omee
(0IC of Photo Unit 8) showed up bechind mes

Our mortars, irying to knock out thoe Jap positions in front of
us, sct firo to Sam's Studio at thc corner of Ongpin and Rosario.
This scamced to be tho signal for the Japs to firc tho city, and
pillars of black swoko spiraled up to dim the sune

Our crashing the bridgc barricade opcned up an avciuc of escapo
to the trarped Chinesc civilians in this scction. Ve soon oui-
flanked the Japs who had commandod the bridge, so that oxccpt for
the mines, the bridge was comparativcly safce With the aid of samo
Chinesc voluntcor civilian poliec, thc best organizcd and most
helpful recistance unit we ren into in Ilanila, tho mined scetion
was quickly ropcd of{, and the linc of c¢vacuating civilians bcgane

Herc ve first sav the rosults .of war on civilians, tho
shattcred bodies of men, women and childrcen hit by shrapncl end
bullets. Hore also we saw. the first atrocity ecases, a provicw of
what was to followe Children with hecads cut off, mothors with
brecasts cut off, mcn bayoncted «nd hucked, or shot.

. By now the fires had taken hold, and begun to threaten the
entire scction. Jap machine guns still at stratcgic interscetions
prevented our usc of the strcects.  .again we verce held upe It vas
slow, bittcr, louse-to-house fighting fram then one
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Lte Sewwe-e= and I tagged after an Infantry licutcnant who
sFt out to locctc onc of thesc positions for the MOrtarSesesssscees
Thire began a housetop rcconncissanze patrol that I wouldn't wish
to go.through again, yet woulin't hove missed now that it is overe
90vcr1ag cachl other with rifle, carbincv, pistol and teormy gun, Vo
1ncp?d our way over Manila roof-tops, toward thc sound of Jap
maciilno guns. Lo vere particlly conouflaged by the densc smoke
from the raging firce It vas getting hotter os ve advanced, and
e were finally stoppecd short of our mark by the fire itsclf. Tho
licutcnant lobbed a couple gronades, prob: bly badly ineffcctive,
at the still hidden pill box bofore we returncds 4s we jumpad the
last gap between buildings, ws drew rifle firc, but no onc was hit,
50 we left the licutcnant to dircet his mortarse

Vo could nov sce that the firc would sweep the entire Binondo

scetioneesee It vas a iragic, pitiablce sight, but made terrific
picturcs for us,

The streots werc clogged with pushearts, wheclberrows, horso
carts, and & mass of humanity with bamboo carrying pcles over -
shoulders, and impossible louds balanccd on their heads, cll heading
to sofctye The Chinece, ruciving fiom their burning homcs, vero
paying thc pricc of frccdome It vasn't just & war betucen scldicrs;
it was a war in which the civilians puy. Many of us hed tecars in
our cycs, and hatred in our hecarts, because that day we saw the
Japancsc policy, *If vic can't have it, no onc shalle? Vhat muny of
us had rcferred to as tihc Tenamy® thet day changed to "the dirty
littlc rurdcering ycllow bastards.*

Lt, Semem=e and T Tcrc both mut of film and the {ire wes
foreing our soldicrs back, so we pulled out four the jiepe By nov
the entirc skyline south of us vas burnings The black smoke, which
we later lcarned vas from the drums of gasoline plantsd ia all tuo
ma jor buildiangs by thce Jap demolition squads, rcachcl up over tic
cntire city, with only t.c sun burning a »cd hole through the
occasionally thinning maske

That cvening and 21l night long the cxplosions aad firc continucd.
Qur troops were forecd to withdraw, by thce heat of the firc, aos far
north as 4zcarraga Avenuc, vherc it finally stoppcd. Therc was
cnough light to rcad a nuwspaper in eny part of the eity that night.
It vas not until the next aftcrnoon (6 Februery) that thc ashos’
had coolcd cnough to again advancc. It wa: difficult for us to
find our way, bccausc tihc landmarks of the day beforc werc leveled
to the ground. For blocks and bloeks, cach vay, tic city was in
ashes ond sroking rubblce. The houscs, vhere hospitablc Chincse had
offercd us tca, or notive fruits, had disappearcde Thc roof-tops over
vhicih I had crawlcd and clamberced weorc gonc also.
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veessOn 7 February 1945, the 148th infantry, whose CP was then

in lialacalun Palace, crossed the Pasig River near the CP in assault
boats and alligators. It was a hot time, with Japanese machine guns
splashing le:d and water in the fecee of our scldiers. One alligator
was sunk (a photographer from anotlicr unit tool: pictures of this)
and on another, a cou~te - of _unner: verc killed by bullets passing
tirough the gun shields, He---=- (T/4 motion picture rhotcuraoher)
end P-w=-== (T/5 still photorrapher) covered the crossinge 4As far
as T tnov, Heewee= was the only photographer who maie thc crossing
thnt day. Vihen the first assault bowts vicre in the nidile, they
discover=d the Japs had machine guis firing frux our zide ¢~ vell

as “tne Jap-held side of the river,

Hmwwme=(pfc still photographer) and I were holed up in the Lan
IZiguel Breowery, a few doors from Ialacanam Fclace, the aftcrnoon of
tic crcssings The Japs were vigorously shelling the place, because
of a 57 xm gun we had on the brevery whex” to cover the river crossing
a couple hundred yards up-strcam. The broevery had thick valls and
madc an ideal boub shclters It was a good place to spend the after-
noon, but we didn't get many picturcs. S------ made closc friends
vith the p.ant manager, and staggercd wihen ve 1-.£f% thiov cveninge

All ovor Maniia, Amy cemcramen verc (stoblishing a record foir the
Photogropiic Scrvier as the most thinly snwcad, widoly Gispursed or, ::niza-
tion in thc coubat arcae 4 Photo licutcnunt and cnlisted man by tacisclves
disarmcd a band of so-callcd guerillas who were tcrrorizing one n.igiiborhood.
Reports came in of other photo personncl routing lootcss, souctimes a2t gun
point, @ll over town. The Photographic Co~ordinator (o first licutcnant)
and the Si:th Army Photographic Liaison Officer (a captain) virested a spy
of tic Janancse avay from a mob of Pilipinos bent on lynching him, cnd turned
him over for quostioning. Immicdictely afteriard, while they vere still
standing in the strect with drown antomatics, the Chief Signi. Offi~er
accosted tha arw piled then fato his alrcody-overcrovded jecp to take them
to Santo Tories University whoere same of the most spceetc cular pictuvcs of tho
Luzon campaign werc woitinge Tvo mumbers of Unit J obtaincd -clmwern coverego
of a Jap i civilian clothing boing scverldy becton by Filipinos. ‘e sae
to photogravhers vwerc tihaasclves suved from a netive modb, oirly tho ob was
menceing thom with adulation and not malice, and their rescue was incdvert-
ontly affectcd by a Jap snipcr. They had penctratcd a side strect that other
soldicrs had not rcachcde The gratcful Filipincs, sceing tacir Tirst Yanke,
plicd thuana with liquor and cigarse Tho checring crovd quickly grew to
uncontrollablc proportions and began snatching at the photogrophers! uniforms
in quest of souvenirs. The men tierc trying to protect their comeruse 7lhe
situation was groving almost despcrate vhen a Jap sniper opeiied up on the
mob. That dispcrscd then and the pihotographers vierc able to ucke tueir
gotavaye

Still norc cxtraordinary vas thic story told by the Photo Co-crdinctor,

a story given credenco by tic fact that a large porceantage of the ixincs
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plantod by the Japs proved to be duds: "As I was driving elong a lisnila
strcot,® ho rcportcd, *I startcd to ckirt aen Engincers' cxcavation. To
my astonisiwent, the Rngincors dropohed their tools and fled, shouting as
they rane I couldn't understand their werningsy but navertheless I jaumed
on the brakus end quickly roverscd tic jeepe when the Engincers rcturncd
cautiously ©o the scenc they 4cld me I hod run cver a innd ning, stopped,
then backed up over it a second time without exploding it.*

Newsreol Unit G hoaded stfaight for 3ilibid Prison on entering the
city, 5 February. Tvwo blocks away from the Prison, they had to abaadon
their jeer ard run a field of Japanese machine gun fire to ti:e gate.

The scone inside was more hectic than all their cameras could picture
--—freed priscners of tac Jeyanese, Tapancse prisoners of the Aaericans,
internees, evacuees, &rd swe: ring scl@iers, milling around ajniessly and
on a wn.tituds of missions, tmong the deed and wounded of both sides. Vhile
they w.re shooting these scenes, nin: captured Japanese were créered taken
to the rears Ahead of them noved o 7/5 muvie cwacramas, his eyes to the
finder of ais whirring .amer:, backing ou* the ;ite orvo the sireef. The
din of batsle had tecirie so couronplace ks didn‘t notica he was stenning
into the midst of a Tfirec figh* outside uniil a soldier along:ide nim fell
shote Tien he was so unnervel that the O-ficer-ia-Chu:ige of she U.it, a
first lieatsnant, tocl: >ver Iis camera ard followed tie pricinerse However,
he found that he coulan't erouch anc run vhroug flyius bullets anu shoot
pictures, too, and the prisonzis! guards weren't waiting for photogiaphers,
so after a chase o tuc and o half hlocks he gave up. daotu=r T/5.frem Unit
7, was injured in tas D.libid area ~while secking shelter from Jap mortar fire.

Lvery unit in tianila shot copicus pieturcs of th> confiugration end
accoupanying flishes of land mine ciplosions fram every angl2e. The fire vas
bright cnough for a fzir pho*:graphic ingge on buper Fan Suprame ilm 3y
1/100th of a second with an T Le5 stop opening, Unit T retumed o covering
the fire to find that in its ubscnce the neighborhoci vwhere shcy wore living
had been under Javnancsc shell fire and shrapncl haé picrced vac walls of
thoir tercorary hamc, wrceked a tripod in their room aad la all cvee taelr
bedse lany rescues vierc made by pirotogrenhers durirs the L. ocCe .

A Var Denartuant radiograom notified the theater that the first six
Signal Corps photos on Manila roceived top play in duserican newspopors tha
day aftcr they 'iere sent frorm the Fhilippines by radio-telcpaotoe
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SANTO TOMAS

The greatest conccntration of photo personncl in Manila was at the
Santo Tomas inturnment carp, a focal point of human intcrest, wherc the
Pnotographic Soxrvico esteblished hcadquarters.

When tho deoadly barrage of Japanese artillcry firc was spreading death
throughout thc University buildings and grounds, the Chicf Signal Officcr, the
Photogrcphic Co-ordinator and staff, the Pauoto Repair Scetion, the Sixth Army
Photo Liaison Officcr and staff, lMobile Lob personncl, onc Newsreel unit, and
several photo combat units wcere there. .

Photographers who werc vetcrans of many becach hcads deseribcd tho
shrick and blast of thc wcll-aimed shells and tiuc helplcss wait in betwoen
than as one of thce most harrowing cxperiences of the ware Possibly it was
beecause of the large number of womcn, children and aged civilians who fell
casualticss, Thc intcrnees thansclves ranaincd ranarkably calme The phots-
graphcrs saw so many things irpossiblc for their cameras to cateh that there
was a fceling of disappointuient among tham despite the isrecet volume of
COvCragce

Onc of them, a privatc, told how hc vas watching ~n Amcrican wauan,
about 55 ycars old, start from the sheltcr of a buildiisg toward a shack
vhere her fanily had spent their intcrnment,

¥Suddenly,* he rclated, "a shcll burst nearby., I savw shrapncl slicc off
both her arms just below the shoulders. She looiked at her left side and
oxclained in a surpriscd tone: '0Oh, look, I have no armi'

*Before I could rcach her she discovered both he:” arms vicre gone, and
she collapseds I got a doctor for here®

The Fhoto Co-~ordirator and Sixth Army Liaison Of{iccr werc obscrving
the sholling from a tovcr of the Administration Building. They came down
and started across thc grounds as another scrics of littcr cascs viere being
brought in, but thcy stopped short when they discovered, oa onc of tho
littcrs, First Licutcnant Charles Schuman, the Officer-in-Chargo of Combat

Assignment Unit 3.

Fersonnel of this unit had been the first Signal Corps troops inta
Manila, The unit dividod itsclf betwoen the two spoarheads of the First
Cavalry Division that inciscd thomsclves into the city ahead of all other

troops on 3 Fobruary,

Lt. Schuman, with a T/5 photographcr, accompanicd thc clcmont of tho 8th
Cavalry Rogimont that ponctrated direct to Malacanan Falacee The 5th Cavalry
Regiment clemonts that shot their viay through to Santo Toncs, fought tho
Japs through the University campus and frecd the intcernces therc, wero
accompanicd by. the throe other mcmbers of Unit 3, a T/3, a T/5 and a Pfc.
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The two penciro tions toolk cll doy and vhen they reached their cbjecetives
it was too Jdorik for action picturese 4aAbout 150 8th Cavalry troops recached
Malacaran at 1900 hours. Tho Sth Cavalry dct chient was stopped for two
hours Ly a Japancse road’ block at Far Lastern University before it brolko
threough and cat.pd Santo Tavas at about 2100 hourse TFlash bulb picturcs of
the liboerated iatoerncces welcowing the Americans t.erc malc through the night,.

The noxt aay, Lte Schwmn and the cnlisted rhotogrupher at lialacaian had
execllent eaubat pleture motirial, cspeeially when American R4 toanks that had
ety t ith than dlasted Jap borges on the Fasig River running past tho Palaoccs

All thc tinc, Fap heavy artillory vas battering at the Palacoe s ho
was shooting pieturcs, Lt. Schuman was fclled by a shell frogmente

Joth the 3th and Sth Cavalry clements werc bottled up by the Japse Fow
of the men in lelacznian thought they would get out alivc.

ofter 36 hours, they werc still cut off, but reinforcurents hod reached
Santo Tanese 3Busides the Factographic O0fficer, threce other men vere now
scriously v.oundcd. It was decidced to risk running the wounded through to
Santo Tomas. Licutcnant Scauman had been lying in thoe gquaking Falccee
grounds for 19 hours. A convoy of five tinks and onc cmbulcnce was forucde
The enlisted photographcr joincd it in a jocpe He planncd to take picturcs
of whaet was expcetcd to be a running fight and, at the some tine, cvecucte
the film alrecady cxposcd.

The dash for 3anto Tomas lived up to cxpectations as a hazardous once
Japs-oponed fire on the convoy. 4 carbinc in the photo_rapher's jcep tas
struck by 2 vullet. 4 wounded man in a littcer above the photo officer's
had a toe shot off in the ambulance.

Licutenant Schwien was conscious when brought into tlhic improviscd ,
hospital at tlic University. Hc osked onc of tiic Plotosraphie officers to
explain to his vifc that the wound was trivial, It was not, altliouzh hc
survived it; the shrapnel Lhad lodged between the ribs next to the lung and
ke was latcer evicuated with it still in his bodye This wos the sceond vound
Liocutcnant sclwnan had sustained in $he Pacifice. Hc v.as first awarded tho
Purplo Heart in the Northorn Solomons campaign.

Ilcantimc, the hombardment of Sento Tomas was incrcasing in intcnsitye
Risks without numbcr werce run by the photograplhers, but onc T/5 distinguished
himsclf by teking up a stuending position, complcetcly uinprotected, in the
opcen spacc 50 fect in front of the Administration Building to gut motion

picturcs vith thc shells bursting all arounds 4t oac point hc braced lis
" back against the front tirc of o truck for an cnglce shot, then o run into
thc building to get picturcs looking out on tic scenc, and wWien he r.turnad
to thc truck hie found shrapnel had ripped open the tire ageinct which e
had boon lcaninge
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just dwivan to the door when o shell,burst in front of the vchiclecs 4 Mcdie, .
sionding aearby, wes wounded cnd the carcra copturcd the sccno of his being

teken to zefety,

ilnile sho sanmo photogrophcr wes meking aedditionel pieturcs from the tower,
two dirvst hlts picrcced it, but both shells werc duds. Onc, howcver, broke
sune bottles ~f chericals in o tower loborutory and tho funes forced the
photographer ..nd four artillery observors to evucuetc,

Photograpaie vchicles wore struck by shrapncl. 4 tire on the Ropeir
Scciion weapon: carrier was torn end equiprent inside demeged, &8 the Sectien
personnel vies ¢ieneing the tire, two more shells struck 30 and 50 fect away,
further dereginge the vehicle. The tire chenging was taporzrily ebandoncd.
The Scction®s vca couldn't clear the gate ond hed to be left outside until
americcn tanks koccked @ hole in the well through which it could be driven.
One repoirman hec to Le evacuated with combat fetisue, but he returned to
duty beforc the Monilae figh*ting ended, :

Direct hits segon siriking the Gyrmesium Building, whish was filled with
invalided old men, mostly suifering from beri beii, Scverel had just been
wounded,

4 nurse askcd for eid in evacuating thar and the Sixth army Photo Officer
organizcd the photogrgphcrs for the job, Shells were strikiig the building
and the riejoriity of soldiors cnd civilions hod tcken cover as the camercnen
brought out the pctients, Mony of them proved difficult to handlc. Oue of
those who refuscd to leave told a Photo scrgeent, *I was & najor under Teddy
Roosevelt in Cubas and I never ran from arny cnery then end I won't new!®

*Sorry, najor, but you eren't runuing this tine, cither," the sergeant
replicds "You're being carriedi"

Fire broke out in the building. The photcgrephers orgenized thensclves
into o buckot brigade and extinguished it. '

During the height of tho bombardment the Chicf Signol Officer diredied
tho disposition of neny of the sick end woundede

a8 the shelling of the University continued, Ncwsrcel Unit G shot the
longest sound story, fra: point of time, it hed cver undertaken, [t wos ¢
serics of live sound interviews with freced intermces. The story in §tcelt
was not overlorng, but the rustle ond blast of artillery, the plancs overacad
and thc noise of battle, redc only 2 bout 15 minutcs of cvexry hour usablc,
Light conditions pcrmitted only rorning shooting ond thc job requirced five
days to corplete,

The cast for the story wes lined up on 7 February, On 8 Februery the
Unit found thrce-fourths of those selected hod been killed, cnd a new ecst

“had to be rounded up, ,
1 K"S—S%
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The serccch of shells overhcad beewic quite cotionplace during the v
fil:-inge &veryone would hunch dovn, glanco apprechcnsivcely skyward, and ’ 1
€0 on with thc jode ’ ' f

Then, quite unintentionally, carie an incident :oro realistic amd
authicntic than ::csb sound cawcras have had an opportunity to recordes !

Tha Vall ccicra vas aking a closeup of Don Bell, interned Lerican
rczdio announcer, wh.o had conductod the intorviews. It was focusced at six
feet. In tho ;midss of it eaie the screcch of an approaching shell, louder ;
than any of the oticrse Oubjcet, caieraien, sound:an, dircctor, waiting o
intervicueoes, everybody hit the grounde Bell had been fraiied in a bust shot _;'
and e dropped below the ewera's rancce The shell exploded 75 yards ‘
avay, to thc ri, 15 of the caera's ranges

-

411l this tiwe, the bhattery-opcrocted wall was running by itself. .8
nearly =s tlhicy czn reeconstruct it, the following sound track is belicved to

have bLeen recorded:

’

]
(Shell scroceia.)

.

"Jesus Chris’, Guck | eeeesDuck ! seessHere it coies ¥
(Zxplosione.) |

¥Hey, is thaowall still running?®

"Sound is still on, tool "

*This is terrifice Let it run. Keecp on, Don."

Boll got up, sat down beforo the caiora again, anci continmued speokinge

Driving into thc University grounds during the filning of this story,
tho 0IC of Unit G was warned by an MP that the drive in front of hin had
just caie undor firce It looked safe, howevere VWhilc the lieuten..: i was
debating whother to chance it, a sholl hit the niddle. of the road at about
the point his vechicle would have been if the MP hadn't stoppod hirie That

raeioved a._ll doubtse.

Pfc. Royiond . liartin, onc of the Unit 3 :ien, who cxixe into Santo
To::as with the First Cavalry, wos shot in the left leg by his own autonatic
pistol, It discharsced in his shoulder holstcr vwicn he leaned over to pick ,
un a package of eigarcts, thc herrler evidently having been tripped by ais X
own clothinge His leg vas ayputated above the kincce

T/l Stanley Te Labert, a still photorrapiior, suffored a slight shrapnel
vound in the left armi at the University but refuscd hospitolization. The next
day, in anothcr part of town, his skull vas picrccd by a 40 nillinecter enay ;
shell fregaont thet lodpcd against the brain. He was evacucted after an STS‘
QRASSELN

eorgency operation.
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BATTLE OF M‘.NIL.QPO 800, dan Francisco, Caiif. SW.PA, X
| JRy o<
The Sixth ar-y Lieison Officer movod out of Scnto Torics and osteblishod

hoodauariers at a "safer! place, ncar the Jockey Club. During a confcronce
of Photo 6fricers thers, the Jockey Club eamc undcr firc end e shell struck
20 the streot cutside the hane they werc using, killing a soldior and a
Fllipino and wiundirg @ Filipino child, The Photo officers gave first aid to

the child and took him to a hospitel. 4 few nignts lator a nearby housc wes
struck by another sheil,

The only enery plenc to raid Manila &ftor tho 4mericen ocewction dropped
its bomb midwny beiwoen Newsrecl Unit G's officer's and ealistcd mon's billets,
wiich weve oniy o block apart, Both places were derpged, & flinsy wll and
pert of the ceiling blew in on the assistant Viall canieroman. The newsreel
ren were knocked out of their cots. But they all escaped injury. & tenk
carpany platson bivouacked between the two billets of the Newsreel Unit bore
the b.uni of the blast, The 500-pound bomdb landed directly on the tent of the
captein correpding the tank company. 411 thas wa2s cver found of him was pert
of thc hcad, helf the neck and a shoulder with an idcutifying tatoo rmark. Tho
only othcr officer with the outfit, a seccond lieutenant, was wounded. The

Nowsreel Officcr took chergec, disposed of the seven decad and evacunted the
eigrt vounied,

«fter the Japs hed put the torsh to thc downtown Manile business district,
they dug in on thoe other side of the narrow Yasig River which divides the eity,
and prepered for a fight to the death, They got it--~the fight, and dceth,
The #nmericans cerried it t5 them from buildinz to building, floor to flcor,
roan to roar, First, though, U.,S. artillery battercd their defenses ahecd
of the linc troops,

«#long the north benk of the Pasig, fecing the Japs, ancrican obscrvation
posts and machine gun ncsta were established on the upper floors of scorched
and shell-scerred officc buildings. Fron thesec ventaoge points, the whole
pagoant of battle spread out in an awesare vista of snoke, fire, explosions,
and little nen scarpcring from hole to hole with bullots spurting thc groand
around theme The OP stecped in debris on the sixth floor of the bleckenod
First Nationel Benk Building bcecame a prized position for Signal Corps carmera-
nen, well worth risking bullet-infested streets to roach it,

Once cleer of the strcet, the OP was still no heven of safety. Carmcramen
framecd themsclves in the windovs to get pictures and once a sniper's bullet
broke a gless three inches sabove the hecad of a photogrepher, vhilc at lcast
twicc our own guns, striking thc other benk, blcv windew glass into the
faces of Photo personrxel; or sent shrepncl skirring past thanm.

The T/5 who hed risked death so conspicuously at Sento Tormas voluatorily
spent tvo nights at the OP with four ertillery obcservors and no scecurity
guard to protcet then from the possiblity of Jep infiltration,

He vies on hand vhen the Jaops s tripped o2 Fil'vino girl and leshed her to
a pole in an archway of the 01d City Wall the «mericens were shelling, Our
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forces. ceased firing and the Japs, who needed to pass the archway, moved
boldly back and forth behind her involuntary protection.* The photographer
took motion pictures of the girl, looking fearfully over at the American
side. but it is doubtful if her figure was big enough to discern on the film,
He was equipped with orfly a four-inch lenss Six-inch Iyemo lenses were the
longest that Detachrient One of the 832nd hade.

Artillery officers with a large field of fire to cover would often
oblige cameramen ty directing shells to targets most suitable for pictures,

As the fight to mop up Manila settled down to & bloody routine of blast-
ing, burningrand shodting the Japs out of building after building in the
Ermita and Intraiuros Districts, many of the photograrhers found thcmselves
living a paradoxical life of daytime dangers and night-time luxuries,

liost of ther1 had established themselves terporarily in Filipino hones.
They would don fatigues and helmets and cross the river every morning to
spend the day at the perdiiieter amidst the stench of rotting Jap corpses amd
the snokc and nissiles of battle, When dusk cndedpicture possibilities,
they would return to the effusive hospitality of their gratceful Filipino
hosts, vho indulged them as lavishly as long-hoarded stocks would pcrmite

Even during the Santo Tomas bombardment, Unit J photographcd the scene
fran the window of their home, only 50 yards away, playing Chincsc
checkers and sipping cool drinks bctueen bursts,

Scveral days later, tvo ncmbors of this same unit obtained a camplicte
picturc story of the taking of one of the buildings of thc Far rastern
University, and were directly under firc rmost of the tinwc.

The best vantage point for these picturcs was an ad jacent building.
It could only be rcached by running a long ficecld of cnany firce The niotion
picturc photographer, a tall, gangling T/5, turncd to the still photographcr,
a short private, and said, "Well, we're hcre to shoot picturcs of the war,
aren't we? Lct's gol"™ He started across the open strcteh vwith strides’ that
left his shorter comrade puriping along far behind through the vhine of Jap
bullcts.

They rcached the building safclye The movic ceancraman took up an
exposed position, standing beside a Japanecsc corpse, to gct footagc of a
105 nillireter gun mounted on a Shcrman tank that was blasting the hidden
eneny with direct firece

Twice snipers' bullcts whizzed past him, but hc was absorted with
finishing his scone. Then & third bullet richochetcd off a pillar behind
hin and grazed the check of an Infantry licutcnant standing ncarby.

The licutonant yellcd, "Hey, I just got that God darncd sniper's bullct
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that was acent for you l?

For thce first timc, thc photograpiicr rcalizdd tiat they had been aiming
2t Lin., He droppcd behind tiic body for cover,

mz0 othcr T/5 comeramen cntcred tic most dangerous contost that had ovor
becn ucld in Iunilets Rizel Stadiuwn, when Amcrican tanks rollcd onto tho field
to clcen out tiac Japs dug in bencati the standse The photographers were afoots

Aftcrverd, onc of than deseribed the scenc es "a sctup for pisturcs.
averywicre you nointed your camera tiacre was a frame fulle. You couldn't misse®

It wasn't until his footage was rcvicwed scveral vicoks lator that it
was discovered that almost cverywhere the camera pointed thcre wes also
cnemy firce Thce film shovied Japancse tracer bullcts ecaning right past tho

CIIMCI'Ae.

The only instznce of barricaded Japs surrcndering instcad of fighting -
until oxtcrmination, was coverced by a T/5 still photograpicre He stood
becside a loudspecker with the 57th Division G-2 officcrs brocdcastiing a last
chanco to thc cncmy in a besicged building to give up beforc our artillery
demolishecd the placoe .

Soon sonc Japs began emerging fearfully from the buildinge They started
torard the loudspeaker and tihe cauera, confcrred a monacnt, then turned and
began walking toward tic lst Cavalry on the luft flanke Still smarting over

We lst Cavalry heving becaten them into Manile, thc 37th Division Officers
were wild beeause thic prisoncrs they had induced to surrendcer were going
over to their rivals. (Later it was lecrned thet the prisoncrs didn't cross
to the 37th bee-usc the Japs thamsclves had mined the area betvcen. )

Though it was only a short distance in the direct linc the Jeps wero
moving, tic photogra;hcr had to hop in his jeep and skirt scvercl blocks to
recelr thic Cavalry scetore Firc had broken out along onc strcet ho had
previously used and rorter shells that had boen lying thero wero ozpleding, 8o
e had to drive further around. He rcached the place just as the first
group of prisoncrs vore being strippcd, and shot picturcs of tham and tho

rest of thc surrcindcre

No such sccnc, of a mass Japancsc surrcnder, had cver been photographed
beforc in the Southwest Pacifics

tic seme photogr-pher, vith another 7/5 and a Pfc., all frou licusrcel
Unit G, wes on hand for the liberation of 1500 civilians who hod been held
for ncarly tvio weeks by Japs under firc in the rhilippincs General Hospitals
The civilians verc so overcomo vith joy thay werc caaplctcly unmenagoablo,
1ilitary policc, trying to move thun into an arca of safcty, woroc ncarly
over-poviored by the joy-crazed people, hugging axd kissing tham viilc bullets
flow all around.
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The piceturc job was a nightmirce The civilians kept rushing the
camoramen, naiting thcir backs, kissing their faces, hands and clothes,
in a surgce of grotitude that tho photographers kept protesting, bccause
the soldiors vho had actually freed tham had gonc on fighting into the
noxt block, - ~

dnothor high-spot of camcra coverage vas tho 129th Regiment's rubber
boat assault across tho Pasig on Intramuros, thoe Wellod City. Mambers of
Unit 8 worc in the sccond wave of tho assault boatse Pictures wero made from
the roof of thc obscrvation post building and from an cxposod ledgo on tho
sixth floor. The T/5 who had distinguished hinself at Santo Tomas, was sniped
at tuice on the roof, then, vhile in the strect photographing a 105 laying
dircet firc against the wall, he narrovuly cscapod death again fram a hugo
piece of falling masonry that just misscd his unprotccted heads (Eycumo
rhotosraphcrs often rauoved their helmots in combat boecausc the tin hats
interfercd with sighating turough cencra finders.) Soldiors werc surpriscd
to scc him emcrge unscethed fram the eloud of dust and pulverized plastere

He than erosscd thc river with the assault troops and on thc other side
rocoived a deep flesh wound in the knco, but kept on shooting picturcse.
Another T/5 suffercd an abdominel flesh wound from artillery fragucnts near
the Army and Navy Club. He rcturned to duty immcdictely aftcr troatment.

Striking picturcs of libcratcd civilians vwere nade on the other siée of
tho river---a nun walking toward the eamcre with one hand all but torn off,
tho dazod cxpression of a monk who was onc of two survivors of a lorge group
of eivilian mcn horded into a shoelter and peppored. with grenades and machine
gun firo by thc Japs. ,

Still morc brutclity was cncountercd by Unit I, accowpanying a 37th
Division battalion that wes assigncd to rout a body of Japs trying to cut
our commnications into Monilae The 37th Division troops chasod thc Jeps
northvcst from thc city, and the flccing Nips wantcd no living person left
in thcir poth to give information.

They blazcd a sickening trail of atrocitics, 4t onc plocce @ six-ycor-
0ld boy camo out of hiding and lod thc Unit I licutcnant to his mother and
father, their hcads bisscetcd by suord sliucheses At another they ecamoe upon
a young Filipino woman ard her baby, both ncarly slashod in half,

4 letter of cormcndation from the War Department wias rcccived on the
Manila covcercge, both still and notion picturce* It was turned over to the
Photographic Scrviece Tith the added cammenéation of the Commonder-in-Chidly
Southvcst Pacific arca.#* '
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the pI N the 1idst ¢ the Manil ¥'fighting,ome of the 108t stirring ohepters of
hilippiues &a .paign was covered by Signal Corps photographers flying in

Planes, jumparg oy : 5
Wlsh para -bnb - in landing barges--—the recapture
of CorrSSidcr .0 E ’ para htes and rldln& G &

They ?,b;: VAL, & na'wvral job for rugeed Unit F, which bad been with the Rangers.
Unis Q,eap:’.&-w YMindevo ted stage for it with the £33rd Paratrocp lzegment. But
Dick Wil:- ved at Minuo>o to Stage for a .aber operasion, and end Lic—:.utenant
o elicw 'k in chergys of this unit, induced Lieutinant Lucddeke of Unit E
would iy 01 tc jump “1: the first warve .Lleutenant ~uneddeke, it was decided,
Unit J:"ﬂp aith the pel.nforcerients or. D plus ore. The three enlisted nen of
bOl’.l'baS dexre afusignaed to - over the omeration frea airplanes observing the
“dreat ax @ flying tr. th tae parachutistse °
1

o Al tho ‘uwping ca.econen were tclurteers. 41l but T/l Goetzheirer, were
> Arg the § Sst jump a1 their livese It turnel out to be what one nilitary
" grer, g specialist t:n this tvpe of wagfere, callel *the rnoat difficult -
:IIU*_, in tyo history of !uaracaite opedaticas.? .Leuteaant \iillians, vy .
Js00t2bdir ¢ and PLu. G orgo Y. Woodrd 12 jwped -.n the ¥irst wave on 16 February.
L2s M. 2¢ B, Goen ard :pl., Rolert C. Laitman nane Jowa in the second wavee
o . ' t H '

Op~¢ out of the plim es, thd. e was no tiue “o be scared. Tho inoxpericnced
photog ;anher jwmers ha | ing from the sh.cuds Wrs frantically trying %o
renutior the "trainins ¢ .er had tecn givere.-a fcv words of . ddvice aboat
guifing the chuts end U @ -iaz. te fiorce .{ind 7as blowing then to sca, but
in 32 seconds the 02 £ <% lsap wes all over cad taey vwere bashing into the
ground anidst burning ¢:.'ces and jasged rockts Licutenant uilliaus hit Lalf
Wiy down a cliff, bura) ¢ bis lutt arm sligidly ead receiving a minor injury
to one leg as he struai. a flaning t-tunpe I%le wosdruff severely sprained
his right ankle. , .

By the tine the ¢.s:ond wave jurped, the Jepa had cone out of the holes
to which they had flel. curing the bambardment. and bevgan shooting., So.e
junpers vere shot in *;a: dgorwvays oi. planes. Both photographers in this
juop were fired upon "ir the air. Noither was hit, However, Pfc. Coen tore
open his right knee i n laniding. 4lY three iajured photographers continued
taking pictures, but tlke tvo enlisted mnen wer in such pain they had to e
retired. They refuse¢ & troatuent on 'Trc Rock ltiecause thare were 80 nany :icre
seriocus casualties. f.oy were latec: .evc;cuata{ L.

' i ' R

Lieutenant WiLl fe:is and T/4 Gochlheirer !uade their way to a hill where
thoy hod an excollcn°t parorana of the anphib:b’ sus landing the saie day.

The Lieutenant % jarfed down the f1ill for closer shots. Japs opencd
up on hin with a ool jhine gun. He to ¢ covor 4n a shell holo whoro he found
a parachutist with |}, injurcd back L4 trg trccd el by a Modic who was unablo
to ovacuate hine ' ° . .

;
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4Tt an hour, a nev moncec appearcd. Our Neval guns begon blesting the

hcarby Jam pill boxcs and the threc men in the holes werce in danger from our
cwn siell firce ©he Licutcnant made o broak for it, up the hill, end rcturned

with T/4 Gootzhcior. Then she tvo photogrophers ond the Medic cerricé the
injurced chutist through tihc lying shrapnel to safcty.

Dot 1 belov, on the beeel, Photo Combat Unit A4 was landing with tho 3Lth
Infentry of +the 24th Divisica, witlh vhich it hod lended aa iariveles tac day
befores It vee their third landing in threc vocl'se

Thzir cofficer killed biccc Jops with his pi:tol.

Licutenant lveoddeke and Ffe. liorris \Leincr ctartcd fo.r Corregidor with
the lst Bactaiion of the 525rd for a jump at 090¢ on D plus onc, but in tie
air, tiac Jattelisa reccived radio orders to rctuin to Subic Bay and mcke an
anphibiows lond rg instcac.. This was considcred more fcasible and safer in
the ligbt of Lt 1zctiecl .ituation thene They Lit the beash at 1630,

Licutcaart ¥ .1liams made his way to thce bea:k to mcet taiem. He was
haviny a crinlk .1on a bo.{lc of brandy his fcllcr officer wes carrying wien
tho Japs opere.. up on tle beach with moriar ani light arvms firc. iveryone
scaitereds Liontenent §illiams and Pfe. Weiner found thaasclves aloagsado
each other, digzing in 'zith their hands.

"You Lit.%% asked the enlistod mane
"No. .fae rou?"
"I doa't knowe Guancthing just hit me in thc back.?

It turmcd out to be a spent bullet that hud rolled betwecn thom. and
it vics 56111 s0 lict that it burncd thc cnlisted maa's hand when hic tossed

I icutcnants Lucfdcke and Willicms diédn't ncet agein until they reoched
the CI2 on tic Rock's topsidc. 3y then, when Licutepant willisms roturicd
the l,ottle of brandy to Licutunant Lucddcke,it was practically crpbye

Tvo puotorrepiiers fram 2 tiird unit obteindd additionel air picturcs
of tlc¢ Corrcgidor operation from tronsport plzncs.

Thile tac battle ragcd on Tho Rock, throe tiny 1little liaison naones

tosscd in the high vwind and ducked dangerously Bow over tiuc bitter iz Linge
In onc of thiui was the Chicf Signhal Officer, cnd in the other TR0 wire a
v flying

privetce and a T/4 vho voluntecred to ecver tic acttion froa thc 1low :
cubs, T-c priv.te, after he had shot 400 foct of film, becux so air siek
ic had to be brovght backe. another privote, wzitiing to carry :is film,
volunteercd to finish tic job in his plaece The CHigh and the 7/l ruasined
in the air until their slancs hed bercly cnough gz.soline to get tham back

and all the nevie Tilm ané still packs werc cxpos. de
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Some of the best shots of the jumping chutists were obtained from the
Cubs,

The next day the T/h went up again to photograph further operations,
inducing the pilot to fly very low over the fighting despite scvere air

currents that spoiled much of the movie footage, but produced excellent stills.

The enemy fired on them but did no damage.

In the face of warnings all along the line, General Facarthur penctrated
enemy fire on Bataan the first day of the Corregidor landing to reach a point -
where he could get a boat to go in with his troops. 4 3ignal Corps photo-
grapher was with him, But the party was not able to get turough because of
a blowa bridge. :

Only the coverage from the planes and the beach rcached the mainland the
first day. The parachutists wero all cut off fron the bcache Licutcnant
Williams, T/L Coetzhcimer and Cpl., Lautman rcached it the next morning, under
fire all the way, and Lautman carried thecir film back on a FT boat,

Tue 950«&“ SEPLA 8 Va0 Sesdiaid sha gl o PN [P S o UR W 2R \ - E)
Therc was no watcr and cach man had $e moke ¢the Wwo gantoersful hc cavri-‘ ia.
last for two days until more was dropped by perachutec. Suarms of flics got
into food, vater and opecn mouths until planes sprayed the island with insccti-
cides. Tihen the men slept, they slept in their chutes. Banzai attacks wcre
frequont and exploding arscnals ripped the vwholce island, flinging bodies of
Anmericans and Japs high into thc air. It was impossible to obtain picturcs of
these deadly blasts beccausce they came vithout warning and in unprcdictable
places,

On D plus 7, T/4 Goetzheimecr, tho little photographer who had led the
vay into Cabanatuan, and who had also jumped in the first vave on Corrcgidor,
was evacuatcd with combat fcotigue, and running a fever of 103,

He was latcr avardcd an Oak Leaf Cluster for the Bronze Star e had won
at Cabanatuan, as were Cple. Lautman and Pfc. Goen. Ffc Voodruff was avarded
the Bronzc Star and Purple Heart ledals. Gocen also was given the Purple
Heoarte Licutcnant williams, off on another opcration was awarded tlhic Bronze
Star, in absentia, but when told of the ordercd decoration, hie didn't belicve
ite Pfc Veiner received the Bronze Star# for his gallantry in the Cabanatuan
raid.

Critiqucs from Signal Corps Photographic Center, Long Island City, N.Y.,
described Corrcgidor coveruge as "excellent® and "terrifict.»

-27-

s  Jrards by authority of Scc I and II, GO 36, Hq Sixth Army, dtd 4 Mar 1945
GO 39, Hq USAFFZ, 21 Feb 45, and Sce VII, GO 29, Hq Sixth army, 24 Feb L5
s Iottcr, SFSAFPR 062.2, SCEC, to CinC, SWP., dated 15 March 1945.
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FATAL FINGLE

Two significaut oerumonies in the Luzon carpaign were recorded for
hisicry by Signal Cormns cemcramen----the turning over of the Philippines
govornnont to Prusident Seir’ o Osmeona by General Macarthur in Malaeanan
Palaco, and Gorerel Macarihus's return to Corrcgidor end the formal raising
of the dnerisca flag thure,

Eighteor. Signal Coxps photographers, including the Unit G sound cencra
crow, coverod the Muloccanan ccrvrony from evory anglee To light the huge
ccrenonial roan in the Palece, every light the Photographic Scrvice had in
the arca es utilized, plus ell the corrmercial illunination cquiprient that
couid be Lorrowed,

Irricdiatcly after the cererony, the Photogrenhic Co-ordinating officer
boarded a waiting plene to safchand all the filrm Cdircet to the United States,

The Thecter Photorraphic Officcr and the thealer's ranking script
writer, a c¢optain, hcd lefi for SCPC a few days before to edit all
Philippines footcge into & docunentary picturce The Co-ordinating Officer
joine@ ther: thoro to assist. The photographic officer who was rcescucd fron
Cabanatuan, chocsne o varoin in the Philippines, took over direction of
Signal Corps Photogrephic Service and wes prorotcd to licutcnant colonel,

Sinee ecavl.y in the lLuzon carpaign, all footege had been going Cirecs
to 4Lrry Pictorial Servisa, unprocessed, to expeditc its showing in the
Uni.ted Stctes, 1t was waiting there for the thcatcr representatives 1o
odit into a prodaction. : .

In addition, the Photogrephic Servicc sent back to the United Siuice
everything of a nilitary nature c¢ulled fron about 2,000,000 foot of
cepturcd Japanese filn. 41l captured filn was vicwed by the Photo Service,
& corpleote print of the Japanese propagenda picture, DaN OF FRREDOM, was
captured, but rmch of tho secized filr concerncd such unnilitery subjecots as
flowcr pollonization, with an occasional Donzcld Duck cartoon or pre-Poarl
Herbor Jnecrican foaturce like GONE WITH THE WIND, Lbout 126,000 feot wero
sont to the UsS., nuch of it duplicotod, Ceptured film continucd to inun-
date the Photo Service Lfor rany veoks,

Many Jopanese propaganda books werc soized, giving the Jmry photo-
graphors an opporitunity to study the enery's still photogrephy. Sarplces
of theso were sent to the Liar Departnent, toos The Theatcr Photographies
Officer rated enery still photogrephy fran good to excellent. The Japamsse
war rovies showed verp little conbat, contained a lot of staging ond over-
erphasized cercnonics, scencs of gencrals in confercnces ané rear arxrea
socncs. «rtillery shots were usod over and over., Expert inericen opinion
was that Japanese wWn® photographers evc prone to "firehose® their comsima.
producing onateurish effects, end thaot editing of cnery fiin vas inTeriore

& quantity of photogrephic cquipment uscd oy the Japs was captured, oqhesmsb\
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rather, rocaeptirced, sirsc the propondercnce of it was incrican naterial
takon fron cormcreinl ¢3toblishnents in lianila.

average strongth o a canbat unit was onc officer and fiYo ncn coupris-
ing two 8t:21 ard two .¥ tion picturc photogrophers cnd @ utility pan, nevs=
recl unita e officcr ¢ri nine nen, includiag thc sound camera ercv as wcll
88 thc re.1dar still cal motion picture photographcrSe

Eac: unit was sclf-sustaining, having packed approxiiutely 30 days' ]
£101d rations, although, by the tine saic rcached banila, their rations vore
oxtracl'y short,

-. ecarcity of vchicle. forcod souo units to go into conbot with less
than {mitherizod trensportasion.

. liost photogrephic officcrs and men werc arned, by eholec, vith only
@ «+ 45 autonatic, usually cacricd in a shoulder holstcere c::.rb:.r_lc-s and lk1
ri fles, prescribed by T/0'3, ucre generally considercd impractical for
¥ aotographers.,

Tho speed Graphic and Model @ wycmo werc standard cquirment, althoug:
8ix @ Eycmos had been cont crted to lodcl Ks with alwiinun parts maGce by
Orénance. FPhotogravhers jxcfer the Compact Turret wnyemo, Or, &S & second
-choice, the liodel K since it is lighter than the Qe

Vide-angle lenses v.01id have been welcamed for caibat PhOtOEJ'aPIIY'h, s
Saie 10-inch telophoto lenses were used to good advantage on Speed Grepilcse

Unit J had a 4J00-fo-t motor driven ryemno on an Akeley.tripod r:ountefd on
the back o a jeepse It ;aoved highly satisfactory for moving the ceiera
quickly, and sone experi.aental trucking shots were made at 32 frames per
second, but the jeep in wotion was too rough.

A FPE-50L/PF Simmony; special combat still camera was used on ?orregldor
and proved superior for that type of operetion because of its lightness and
the protectior of its working parts. Disadvantages of it rePOl_' ted'by the
cameramen vere inadapta>:lity for filters (he taped on a Graphic filter th;
second day of the gperaz tion), bad paralax on closeups and the difficulty 0“
getting used to the lor g ride of the shutter release, a plunger that appears
to have exposed when it has only opened the intcrior blinde m.;st l-;;:oto-
graphers disliked the sscmbat camera, chiefly because the negative it orly
2% x 3% instead of 4 x =. .

In the opinion of vhe Officer-in-Charge of the Repair Sc‘fﬁ.on' 20
por cont of the ihotoprkphic bervice cameras were in such condition that
they suould have becn rotired from sorvicoes

The experiment of bringing a Repair Scction detail along with the
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advance troved aighly sucesssfule Ordinarily, e broken caira puts a _
photogrovher out of action until it can be sent to the rear arca for repair
and rcturned, which is usually thce duration of an operation. 4t one tite
or anotacr, the rcipaimaen restored to scrviee ncarly hcolf the cancras in
thac Luszon opcrationsa. JArproxiiately 100 picces of cvguipment werc vroccssed.
hen the Section ran out of ground glass, it improviscd succcssfully LY
wasning Japenese photo platcs and treating thoem with weery stonc. The
Scction also servicod &ir Forece, Ensincer, YK 1lAGAZINE and war coriCsoii-
dents! camxras. Usual caiicra damage vas fro.. imsersion in salt water,
concussion, or fungus. Fungus would appcar, in soox cascs, overnigite

The Section, part of tho 3292nd Signal Basc :aintchance Coipany, had
its officer and two cnlisted men with the advancee TFour othoer calisted en
of the Section carricd on rcar echceclon work,

Photosraniiers wesc Jiscourared from attapting to ':‘.ﬂ ¢ thcir om
Yo irs bccauso lack of training medce thea pronc to daage tiac dclicate
mechanisns,

Groatest loss of cquipnicnt was from pilfoer.ge, not combat,s Si cancras,
scvercl veaicles, tools, personal gear, supnlics, lonscs and filo: were
stolcne

Photo Laboratory Unit 1 of the 151st Signal Ihoto Coapany ca:we in at
Lingayen on S plus onc and sct un at XIV Corps Zicaligquarterse. 1ic unit
consistcd of turcc cialisted men, a thrcoee-and-a<half ton truck loadcd - ith
supplics, a two-whceled trailer for o lab, a3l a Fw~92, scvein~-ani-ao~inclf
Kilowatt noucr unit.

Tho liovilc Labd of the 832nd Signal Scrvice Battalion loaded at
Lingeycn on S plus 18 with & specially <fesigned 34-foot scad-truiicr
containing negative dcveloping roon, pristing room with cnlargers cnd
contact printcrs, Tcupritc cocling unit, small drwa-type drycr and print
sorting roomne a watir cuwnp, & gravity foeed tanic convirted froir an cirolonc
bolly tounk and two FE~75 vovcr wnids werce earricd. Thc unit co;.;pris\;i R
captain and 19 cnlistcd men, including attichdd photograzhcis, It ovuild
laboratory operutions &t General Headquarters in san tdgucl,

on 5 February, Lab Unit 1 took over at San lidgnel so the lorger 1ab
could roll down to lianila. A4t San Migucl, Lab Unit 1 proccsscd thrce tiucs
its anticipatcd volwie, of work, proparing all importont still oxposurcs
for immwodicto submission to thc Publie R.lcatioas Officer. Lach :an woriwed
as mch as 20 hourp a day.

Photo laboratory facilitics lcap-frogsud over grect distaaccs, like
other Signal installations, to lcop up with Genercl Hocarthur's advaiseing
headquartcrse Whea the Luzon operation opencd, tie main st¥ill lcb was at
Hollandias Aftcr proliminary wrints had been mcde by a mobile 1ah in thc
combat zonc, nogatives werce safchanded beek to the ain la® for thc wuli

printing rcquiraments of tiuc Theatere However, tuc 352nd's Mobilc Lab, ?Q/PSS\&‘O
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i1ts wrcvious opeoration, had inauguratcd faeilitics in ioyte, and froa this
start, a fixcd laob instzllation had boen bullt. By 17 Jemuary %his furthcr
advancod lab wes ablo to taks over the bulk work and tihc Hollaniiz outfit
prevared to move to lianilae

Fran ths opcaing of the Fhilippince caupaign, 20 October, tu 16 liareh,
tas mobile foeilitics proecssed 324 filn packs, madc 3,396 four by five
prints and 5,030 cicht by tcnse TFrou 51 October to 51 april, the liollandia
Lab »roccssed 1620 filn poeks, mado 138,000 four by fives and 57,000 cight
by tense Trom 17 Jumary to 9 April, the Leyte Lab proccssed 1200 packs
snd nedo 16,000 four by fives ond 1,000 cight by tonse

Two contot uinits vere scattercd among liavy ships to round out coveriice
Ono of thc wuca of thesc units was originzlly ascigind to ono of the tharce
dcsiroyers that capsized in a typhoon witia heavy losscs of life, but in a
ast-umimute chaage he vent aboerd the Cruiser Sante Fo instcade The co.mandor
of the Third Flecet wmesscyged all shins to co-operate with the Signel Corps
photo raniicrs, and responge was vhole~hcarteds liost of the siips had photo-
graphic dark rooms thcy maedec availeble to thc Ariy uxne

Tao photozraphers essipned to thc Navy werc et sca on and off for cbout
tvo :o:nths and »uotosraphed not only support of the Luzoa ooirations but
strikcs all over tihic Vestorn Pacifice

Other viotorrashers, opwrcting alonc or in smcller groups than units,
were given speeicl cssigunientse Onc accoupanicd Goencral lacarthury another
covirdd Lagincer activitics, two moro werc at I Corps Headqueartirse

4 rodiogram to Goncral licecarthur from thce Var Deportment deseribed tho
photo; rendhie coverage from Hollandia to Ilanila®™ as "the bost cver obtainod

[N

in any thcotone®
In a lotter quoting the radiograr, thce Chicf Signel Offiecr wrotcs

"It ie desircd to convey to all photograpric pursonncl who partieipated

in vroviding tlis ©till and motion picture coverzge the coumendation of tho
Cornder-in-Chicf and of the undcreigncde?

Fro. thc first landings throuzh thc Battlc of lianila, tuc Photographic
Scrviee hed meintcined its troditionally lov casualty ratce 4Although soveral
photosraphcers hod been wounded, nonc was killed and the lossos werc in no
pronortion to thc combat cxvosure of the eamcrinicnie

But of ter ienila, the luek of the Photo Scrvice ran oute

First Lioutwant Robort Le Ficld, sent to Panay es onc of two film
couricrs for Uait I, offcred to supplement their ccmera coverage while
vaitinge At liolo, suburb of Iloilo, Infomtryuen werc preparing to attuck
a Jop» nocition beuind 2 stonc wall on 19 hiarch, and Licutcnant Ficld ran up
ahcad of them to the s.aclter of “tho wall dtsclf so that e could picturc them
cdvancinge Whilc he was changing his film pack, a palm troo foll over tho
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valls slrcady weakened by tank fire, the well grve vaye He did anot sce it
falling and it erashcd onto hiw, causing injurice from which he dicd o fcu
hours latcre Licutonant Ficld had survivad a previous wound® in the South
Pacific and had been awarded tic Bronzc Stare*s

In tio sone scetor, on the ecme day, T/5 Howard F, Klawitter, w;th qnit
I, stood creet to get e picturc vhile evuryonc clse wcs taking cover, cna
vas picrecod by a +25 calibre projcctilc that cntcred his left torso and lodged
in kis right brcost pockete He dicd the folloving daye

During the fiorce fighting around Baguio, Signul Corps photogrephcrs thon-
sclves lidllod Japs and took prisoncrs as vell es picturcs, but thc action cost
thom thrce norc casutlties,

T/L Hugh I%. Norton, motion picturc photographcr of Unit 5, covering the
25th Division's opecrations in Balectc Fass, was struck in 20 diffcorent placcs
by rocks and dcbris from an cxplosion in a Jop pill box he was photographing
as thc Infantry attockeds Excopt for a frogment hole through onc forcoarm cnd
a cut mouth, his wounds vicrc not scrious,

4 fur deys later, o Unit 5 T/5 in thc samc arca wos eravling boek from tihe
perincter for a ncw supply of film, and, thinking hc had rcached a safo point,
stood upe Tiho burst of a Jap she¢ll wounded hin in boti lcgse ;

On 17 April, Sccond Licutcnant Gordon W. Soficld was proccccing with a
rceonnaissance porty along Routc 9 ncar Bauang, whacn one of tuc party's three
tanks fcll off an ambankmente

Unknovn to thc reocon party, two Jap tanks, cut off by thum on onc side
and by ¢ bloun bridge furtihcr on, dccided on a suicide attucks VWith ciplosiver
lesiicd to th:.e front of cach tank, they eamce roaring cround o curve, cll guns
in actions Thc Fhoto Officcry Lt. Soficld, was taking picturcs of & blood
traasfusion being edmdnistered onc of the Aucricen soldicrs in the tank acei-
dcrnt, as the Jopancee burst upon thale 4 47 millinctcer shell dcecpiteted him
and torc off onu orme Opraying decath frowm their guns, the tvwo Jap tanks '
raczracd tic two rompining &scrican tenks.s In the cnsuing ciplosions, tiac Fhoto
Officcrts comere wce destroycde

That officcr ked clrcady known at first hand, whon he weat in, how
suddcnly docth cen striko coubat photograpicrse :He was tiic other courier
vith Unit I on Paney vhen his corirade was killed o nonth beforce
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UNCLASSIFIT T o seme 1945

LISTORIAR3 NOTE

Sinse the complation of this histary Ife Wiltmr B, Goen, mesber of
scmbet-toughened Unit ¥, winner of the Bromse Star, the Cak Leaf Cluster
md the Purple Leart (mentionsd m page 25 and 26) was wortally wounded ia
sstion on 3 June 1945 in Narthern Iuzcm,
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